IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0     ^1^  1^ 


I.I 


12.2 


u 


1.8 


1.25 

1.4      1.6 

4 6"     

► 

p 


/a 


e 


.%. 


n 


'/ 


/A 


Photographic 

Sciences 
Corporation 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  872-4503 


^^ 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microreproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  historiques 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/I^otes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  may  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 


D 


D 


D 


D 
D 


D 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 


I      I    Covers  damaged/ 


Couverture  endommagde 


Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaurde  et/ou  pellicul6e 


□    Cover  title  missing/ 
Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 

I      I    Coloured  maps/ 


Cartes  gdographiques  en  couleur 


Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 


I      I    Coloured  plates  and/or  illustrations/ 


Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material/ 
Relid  avec  d'autres  documents 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  re  Mure  serr^e  peut  causer  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  le  long  de  la  marge  intdrieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajout^es 
lors  d'une  restauration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte, 
mais,  lorsque  cela  dtait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t6  filmdes. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  suppl6mentaires: 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  exemplaire 
qu'il  lui  a  6t6  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-dtre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique,  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  mdthode  normale  de  filmage 
sont  indiqu6s  ci-dessous. 


The 
tot 


n 
n 
n 

D 

n 


D 


Coloured  pages/ 
Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagdes 

Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Pages  restaur^es  et/ou  pellicul^es 

Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pages  ddcolor^es,  tachetdes  ou  piqudes 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  d6tach6es 

Showthrough/ 
Transparence 

Quality  of  print  varies/ 
Quality  in^gale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  materiel  supplementaire 


The 
pos) 
oft 
film 


Ori( 

beg 

the 

sion 

oth( 

first 

sion 

or  il 


I      I    Only  edition  available/ 


The 
shal 
TINI 
whii 

Map 
diffc 
entii 
begi 
right 
requ 
metl 


Seule  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  refilmed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partiellement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  6t6  fiim^es  d  nouveau  de  fapon  d 
obtenir  la  meilleure  image  possible. 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  filmd  au  taux  de  reduction  indiqud  ci-dessous. 


10X 

14X 

18X 

22X 

26X 

30X 

y 

12X 

16X 

20X 

24X 

28X 

32X 

1 

lire 

details 
jes  du 
modifier 
ler  une 
filmage 


6es 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of: 

Library  of  the  Public 
Archives  of  Canada 

The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  —^-(meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 

Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


L'exemplaire  film6  fut  reproduit  grAce  d  la 
g6n6rosit6  de: 

La  bibliothdque  des  Archives 
publiques  du  Canada 

Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t6  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettetd  de  l'exemplaire  film6,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 

Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  la  couverture  en 
papier  est  imprimis  sont  filmis  en  commengant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  selon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exemplaires 
originaux  sont  filmds  en  commen^ant  par  la 
premidre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration  et  en  terminant  par 
la  dernidre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 

Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparattra  sur  la 
dernidre  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbols  — ►  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbols  V  signifie  "FIN". 

Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  dtre 
filmds  d  des  taux  de  reduction  diffirents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  §tre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  clich6,  il  est  filmd  d  partir 
de  Tangle  supdrieur  gauche,  de  gauche  d  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  ndcessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  methods. 


t  errata 
d  to 

It 

le  pelure, 

pon  d 


n 


1 

2 

3 

32X 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

AMERICAN  MEMOIIANDA, 


nv 


A  mi^:rcanti].e  ma?^, 


DUUlNti 


A  SHORT  TOUR  IN  THE  SUMMER  OF  1848. 


t      ■     « 


•  :  •       •         •  • 


•   4    • » 


FOR  PRIVATE  CIRCULATION. 


GLASGOW: 
BELL  &  BAIN,  ST.  ENOCH  SQUAllE, 


MDCCCXLIV. 


?  R  E  F  A  C  E. 


TiiR  following  Letters  wore  Imrriedly  written  dnring  an  excursion 
through  part  of  the  United  States  and  ]3ritisli  North  America,  in 
the  Summer  of  IH^'.i.  Several  of  them  1iUiiuik^a4jwi,ppciU'oJ  from 
^tiiue  to  tiflftfe  in  tlio  CJlasooic  Ai'gm,  but  the  wholo  are  now  printed 
in  their  present  form  at  the  suggestion  of  several  kind  friends  in 
the  Canadas,  who  had  not  soon  them  as  they  formerly  appeared. 

In  complying  with  this  request,  I  have  been  influenced  by  the 
desire  of  making  a  sliglit  acknowledgment  to  these  transatlantic 
friends  for  the  great  kindness  and  attention  which  I  invariably 
received  during  my  brief  sojourn  amongst  them.  While  doing 
this,  at  same  time,  to  demonstrate  to  my  countrymen  how  much  a 
person  having  the  desire  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  foreign  countries 
may  accomplisli  in  a  few  weeks,  and  to  induce^  if  possible,  my 
fellow-citizens  to  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  now  afforded  by 
steam  navigation,  and  visit  a  continent  Avhicli  must  in  a  greater  oi' 
less  degree  bo  interesting  to  every  mercantile  mind.  No  country 
on  the  face  of  the  globe  possesses  greater  attractions  than  America, 
not  only  from  its  rapidly  increasing  commercial  and  political  im- 
portance, and  from  its  vast  natural  resources — the  development  of 
which  is  every  day  becoming  more  apparent — but  a  country,  much 
of  whose  diversified  scenery,  besides  being  picturesque  and  beauti- 
ful in  no  small  degree,  possesses  a  grandeur  and  sublimity  not 
to  be  equalled ;  and  whose  people  are  generally  as  intelligent  and 
enterprising  as  they  are  hospitable  and  attentive  to  strangers. 

In  making  my  remarks,  I  have  endeavoured  to  condense,  in  the 
form  of  a  diary,  as  much  information  as  possible,  and  have  never 
attempted  to  spin  out  the  ideas  as  they  entered  my  mind,  in  that 
uninteresting  and  diffuse  style  often  resorted  to  by  those  who  visit 
distant  countries  for  the  mere  purpose  of  manufacturing  a  volume. 

J.  L. 
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:) 


Oi).  Board  the  IIibernia,  J?nvol  Mail  Stmrn-t^hij), 

Lilt.  44    '.•'.  \-r<-[).  57  '  40' — MoNDAV,  .'/"//  1.  tS4:t. 

My  Deai! 

We  arc  now  within  twenty-four  liours'  sail  of 

Halifax:  the  weather  is  very  cold  and  tho  wind  fair.     Yesterday 

(Sunday)  while  crossing  tho  great  Newfoundland  Bank,  it  blew  a 

smart  gale,  and  all  day  long  it  rained  heavily  ;  in  fact,  it  was  tho 

most  miserable  dny  wc  liavo  had  since  we  left  Liverpool.     A  copy 

of  tho  log,  liowever,  which  I  sliall  secure  before  leaving  the  ship, 

will  give  you  a  better  idea  of  the  passage  than  you  could  receive 

from  any  descrii)tion  of  mine.      Although  tlio  weather  has  been 

pretty  rough,  the  passage,  upon  the  whole,  has  been  a  pleasant  one. 

The  vessel,  I  believe,  by  the  time  she  completes  the  voyage,  will 

prove  herself  equal  in  speed,  if  not  superior,  to  any  steamer  on  tho 

line ;  the  accommodation  is  excellent,  the  sleeping  berths  roomy, 

and  the  general  arrangements  perfect.     Although  we  have  upwards 

of  a   hundred   passengers,  every  one  seems  well   pleased.      The 

management  is  unexceptionable,  every  thing  being  conducted  on  tho 

most  liberal  scale.     Our  tables  groan  three  times  a-day  with  every 

luxury  that  can  be  had  on  shore,  and  there  is  more  than  sufficient 

to  satisfy  the  appetite  of  the  most  voluptuous  gourmand.     Besides 

the  regular  meals— breakfast,  dinner,  and  tea— we  have,  at  noon,  a 

most  sumptuous  lunch,  and  in  tho  evening,  before  going  to  bed, 

Welsh  rabbits,  porridge,  salt  fish,  and  sardans,  arc  -h-v-d  out  in 

great  profusion.     But  I  cannot  give  you  a  better  idea    I'  the  mode 

of  living,  than  by  inclosing,  as  I  shall  do,  a  carte  de  jour.     Tho 

number  of  stewards  to  attend  to  our  comforts  is  about  twenty, 

besides  boots,   butchers,   bakers,   confectioners,   scullions,   &c.,   in 

addition  to  which  wc  have  an  able-bodied  crew  of  thirty  seamen, 

and  a  like  number  in  tho  engineer  department.     On  the  whole,  we 

have  on  board  upwards  of  two  hundred  souls. 

Before  referring  you  to  the  log,  which,  properly  speaking,  should 

commence  on  leaving  tho  Irish  land,  I  will  give  you  some  idea  of 


I 


our  first  iwiKlnvs'oxpcriciico  tilinard  .-liip.  At  half-past  (.'lovoii,  a.m., 
on  WoiliK^sdny,  H'tli  April.  tli('  p.'V'J'iciitrcr.H  startcil,  in  a  small  rivor 
steamer,  from  Mgrenioiit  Slip,  for  tlio  ]lil)eniia,  wi.irh  was  miKircil 
ill  view.  This  small  steamer  was  erowdeil  to  excess,  the  numerous 
relatives  anil  friends  of  the  ))assc'nu'ers  bein^j,-  anxious,  not  only  to 
see  their  friends  otf,  hut  to  have  an  opportiniity  of  in.-peetini,'  tlio 
splendid  new  vessel,  which,  witli  the  steam  ru^liin;^'  at  tlu;  time  with 
trcmendou.s  force,  and  eseaping  with  fearful  noise,  seemed  like  a 
snortin^i,'  war-stec<l  cajrer  for  the  fray. 

In  a  few  minutes  we  were  all  on  deck,  and  sueli  confusion  and 
jostling  amongst  tlie  passengers  to  get  their  luggage  stowed  away, 
you  can  s(.'ari'ely  imagine  I  l''or  about  an  hour  and  a  half  the  hub- 
bub and  clamour  of  getting  the  various  packages  as.sorted  in  the 
respective  state-rooms  and  berths,  was  mo-t  annoying.  At  last  all 
was  adjusted,  and  the  mail  steamer  arrived  with  forty-six  bags, 
containing,  I  understand,  about  twenty  thousand  letter.s,  besidcvs 
innn(.'nse  numbers  of  newspaper.-,  I'ltDi-lics,  and  other  periodicals. 
At  the  word  of  command,  "  'j'urn-adicad,"  we  began  to  movo 
majestically  and  slowly  down  the  river,  amidst  the  cheers  of 
tliousands  who  had  flocked  to  the  pier-licad  and  quays  to  see  the 
noble  vessel  start  on  her  lirst  Atlantic  voyage.  Tlio  novelty  of  tiio 
scene  and  the  iineness  of  tlie  weather  induced  all  the  pas.sengcrs  to 
remain  on  deck,  and  to  promenade  on  tho  top  of  the  saloon,  until 
the  bell  announced  that  dinner  was  ready.  On  tho  (h-st  occasion, 
the  muster  was  strong,  almost  all  the  passengers  sitting  down  to  a 
sumptuous  entertainment;  and,  .although  nearly  all  strangers  to 
eacli  other,  we  very  soon,  witli  the  aid  of  a  few  bottles  of  cliara- 
pagno  and  other  exhilarating  beveratre.s,  got  well  acijuainted,  and 
have  kept  up  ever  simie  tiie  most  cordial  harmony  and  good  feeling. 
Tho  time,  indeed,  has  passed  most  agreeably.  The  Captain  (Jud- 
kin.s)  is  a  most  pleasant  person,  of  gentlemanly  manners,  and  has 
all  along  studied  to  make  every  one  happy;  and  you  will  be  glad  to 
hear  that  there  is  not  one  amongst  us  who  enjoys  tho  comforts  of 
the  good  living  and  a  game  at  whist  with  more  cordial  satisfaction, 
than  my  companion  in  travel,  oni'  much  respected  Councillor  of  the 
First  Ward.  In  the  evenings,  when  tho  weather  permits,  we  have 
music  and  dancing  on  deck  witli  card  parties  in  every  convenient 
quarter  of  tlio  ship  ;  and  during  the  day  there  is  .shufHe-buard,  and 
other  deck  games.  As  there  is  little  else  going  on  from  half-past 
eight  in  tho  morning  till  half-past  eleven  at  night,  than  a  continued 
round  of  eating,  drinking,  smoking  cigars,  card-playing,  and  other 
amusements,  it  is  not  difHcult  to  pass  tho  time. 
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You  will  porccivo  by  tho  hyj;  that  our  vcs«ol,  during  tlio  first  two 
or  tliroo  (lays,  iniulo  comparatively  Itut  slow  progress,  a  circum- 
stauoo  tu  Ito  cxpla'   cd  l)y  tlio  fact,  that  bf.-;id(.'s  int'rchandi.so  and 
passc'iicrers'  luL''''a"c,  8lic  rarriod  no  less  tliaii  7."il>  tons  of  coal") — a 
quantify  moro  than  snflii;ifnt   to  lake  iicr  out  and  lionu'.       Ilor 
draught  of  water  at  sfarting  was  niuctt-on  foct,  but  now  being  light- 
ened to  seventeen,  wc   arc    making,  whilst    I  write,    upwards  of 
twelve  knots  an  hour.     It  is  tlu?  opinion  of  every  onu  on  boanl, 
that  the  lliliernia  will  prove  a  (:lij>i>i:r  in  steam,  and  it  is  cxpceted 
she  will   make   a   very  short  passage   homo;   she    is  certainly  a 
.superior   ship  in  every  particular — rides  easily,   and   ships   litlh; 
water;  no  man,  in  short,  could  wisb  a  better  in  whicli  to  cross  tho 
Atlantic.     Amonirst  tlie  company  wo  have   a  party  of  tho   royal 
engineers — (.'ai)taiu  lirougliton,  (!aptain  Uobinson,  and  Meutenant 
l?ipon — sent  out  by  the  JJritish  government  to  survey  and  arrange 
finally,  in  conjunction  with  the  American  engineers,  the  disputed 
territory  in  the  state  of  Maine,     liesides  these,  we  have  also,  in 
connexion  with   Her   Majesty's  service,  (Adonel  lloUoway  of  tho 
royal  engineers,  with  his  family,  for  Montreal,  to  take  tlio  com- 
mand of  that  service  in  tho   (Janadas ;  and    Lieutenant-Colonel 
.slade,  going  out  to  his  regiment  at  .St.  John's,  Xew  Brunswick. 
Tho  remainder  of  the  company  are  chiefly  composed  of  old  and 
young  Canadian  merchants.  Nova  tScotians,  and  others,  returning 
from  laying  in  their  supplies,  in  tho  expectation  of  an  improved 
business   this   summer;   there   are   also   several   gentlemen   from 
Quebec,  engaged  in  tlio  timber  trade,  who  are  grumbling  nut  a 
little  at  IVel's  timber  faritt";  with  two  or  three  highly  pleasant  com- 
panions from  the  sterile  soil  of  Newfoundland.     1  had  almost  forgot 
to  mention,  that  amongst  our  passengers  we  have  a  gentleman  who 
at  one  time  stood  for  tho  honour  of  representing  our  Fifth  Ward 
as  a  councillor,  and  who,  although  disappointed  in  the  object  of  his 
laudable  ambition  in  his  native  city,  is  likelv  cnoutrli,  considerino- 
his  prudent  and  economical  habits,  to  attain  among  strangers  some 
exalted  civic  dignity — perhaps  even  that  of  representative  in  tho 
Colonial  Assembly,     lie  has  a  large  iiourishing  establishment  in 
Montreal,  called  The  Albion  IIouse.     lie  leaves  us  at  IJoston,  but 
not  without  a  kind  invitation  to  all  his  fellow  passengers  to  call 
upon  liim,  and  crack  a  bottle  of  champagne  or  burgundy  at  his 
domicile  in  Montreal — his  cellar  being  well  stored!     The  invitation 
lias  been  vcrii  fjaiend  ;  and  if  it  be  as  generally  accepted,  my  friend 
the  Councillor  and  I  may  expect  lots  of  fun  when  wc  get  to  Canada. 
Among  the  amusements  of  the  day  we  have  got  up  a  lottery,  the 


]»rizo  ilopcndiiig  nii  tlio  tiiiio  tlio  ship  may  arrive  at  Halifax. 
Tho  tickots  wort'  five  shillings  cacli,  ami  tiioro  aro  upwards  of 
sixty  siibscribors.  Great  speculation  and  excitement  liav(!  been 
goinj,'  on  all  day  with  tho  buyiiiii;  and  scdli-ii^  of  the  favourite  iiuin 
bcrs.  I  Mr.  .lolinstone,  of  .Mirainiclii,  was  the  fortunate  liolder  <>i' 
tho  wiuuiu!;^  ticket.  | 

N.IJ Amongst  tho  itcm.s  which  help  tho  dead  weight,  wc  have 

i:3l.'l',.'W.)  in  .specie  on  board.  I  will  keep  this  open  until  to- 
morrow, and  finish  it  asliorc.  I  find  great  difHijulty  in  writing, 
fmm  tho  niUing  of  thosliip,  therefore  you  )nu.st  excuse  tliis  jiurried 
sketch. 

Halifax,  7Vw  liCJock,  TiiCKduif. 

I  write  this  in  Mr.  Stair's  office,  liaving  only  a  few  minutes  to 
spare,  as  tho  steam  is  up  and  tlio  .signal  hoisted  for  Ooston.  We 
have  left  a  great  many  of  our  passengers  here,  I  rerognised  with 
nmch  pleasure,  amongst  the  immense  crowds  on  the  wharf,  tho  lloti. 
Mr.  Cmmard,  the  spirited  projector  of  tho  Halifax  mail  steamers, 

and   our  young  kinsman,  W.  K ,  looking  with  niuuth  and 

oycs  for  news  from  homo.  We  havo  been  going  about  visiting 
numerous  friends,  many  of  whom  I  havo  seen  before,  and  1  rccoivo 
tho  greatest  kindness  and  attention  from  tlicm.  I  am  not  permitted 
to  leave  without  promising,  tliat  if  all  goes  well,  I  shall  spend  a  few 
days  in  this  colony  on  my  return.  I  havo  made  up  my  mind  to 
como  back  by  tho  Jlibcrnia,  being  (piito  delighted  with  the  ship — 
the  captain — tlio  crew — tho  subordinate  otHcjials— general  arrange- 
ments— faro — and  management. 

Yours,  etc. 


AusriiAcT  OF  Lot;  <n'  Stkam  Sun-  -'IIiueunia,"  C.  II.  E.  Jldiuns,  Com.m  ANDhit. 


i! 


April  l'.»th, 

—  2{)th, 

—  2 1st, 


-  22(1, 

—  2.'kl, 

—  24tli, 

—  2.-)tii, 

—  20tii, 
--  2rtli, 

—  28tli, 

—  29tli, 

—  30tli, 
Mav  1st, 

-■  2d, 


Sailed  li-om  Liverpool  at  Ih.  JJOiii.  v.sx. 

IJuiiniii;.'  (luwn  Chiinncl— liciul  wiiicls. 

At  2  o'l'loc'k.  A.M.,  t'iipo  Clear  bore  N.N.K.  \  E. 

Lat.  51"  IC:   Lull.  II    .W;    Course,  82  W.";   W 

and  S. ;  94  miles  up  to  noun. 

I.oii.  Course.  Winds. 

.15'  38' 7'J  \V...W.N.W.  &  W.  by  N 

.111'  2'.i' 711  AV...  AV.N.W. 

.22    2.-)' SO  W...W.  bv  N.  .Nc  W.X.AV 


l.at. 
50'  41'. 
50  11'. 
49''  44'. 
48"  5.V. 
47'  53'. 
40'^  40'. 
45-  40'. 
44"  3(i'. 
44^  14'. 
44'    0'. 


i.'iglit  inile-i ; 
uds,  S.S.W. 


Distnnoe. 
,1.52  jNliles. 


..25"  44' 80  \\ ... 

..29-  57' 79  W... 

..34"  4(1' 70  W... 

..39-  42' 72  W... 

..4()^    ;V 79  W... 

..51-  3.5' 82  W... 

..57"  40' 89  W... 


N.W. 
S.W. 

>;.N.E. 

S.  and  S.S.E. 

do. 

S.  and  N. 

N.N.E. 


...1.54 
...130 
...145 
...180 
...212 
...221 
...258 
...237 
..247 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
<lo. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


At  11  o'clock  arrived  at  llalil'a.x. 


i 


I-KTTKR  SKCONl). 


i\i;w  VtiiiK,  1.")^//  .l/.n/,  INH;. 


My  hiCAii 

I  wiioTi;  you  from  Halifax  a  .short  account  of  my 
trip  across  tlio  Atlantic,  1/ut  I  fear  nuicli  tlicm  was  notliiii*,'  in  that 
cunimunication  which  conM  cither  entertain  or  interest  yon  ;  imhicd, 
if  I  liad  not  wished  to  ftdlil  th(!  promise  I  made  at  parting;,  [  woidd 
not  have  written  jou  from  that  port.  All  was  plain-s.''ilin,!i' — mono 
tony  from  day  to  day — not  an  inci(h'nt  dnriny  tlio  whole  voya,^o 
worthy  of  remark,  or  cahnilated  to  can-^(!  any  extra  excitement. 
Scarcely  a  porpoise  cros-ifd  our  track,  and  as  for  slinrks  or  Mother 
(.'arey's  chickens,  we  never  saw  any.  Ihit  now,  having  set  my  foot 
fairly  on  slioro,  tho  case  is  very  different.  Incidents  are  occurring 
every  day  and  every  hour  that  greatly  interest  and  amuse  me. 
Tho  exterior  aspect  of  cither  IJoston  or  Xcw  York  is  alone  suffi 
cient  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  repay  any  man  for  the  trouble  oi 
crossing  tho  Atlantic,  independent  of  the  aihlitional  gratilication  and 
in.struction  which  any  one  of  an  inquisitive  mind  must  derive  from 
mingling  with  a  people  so  rapidly  rising  in  commercial  and  manu- 
facturing importance.  Tho  great  majority  of  our  countrymen,  it 
must  be  allowed,  come  hero  witli  strong  prejudices  against  the 
inhabitants  of  tlie  western  world,  and  such  as  do  ai  "  very  apt  to  carry 
away  with  tlicm  unfavourable  impressions.  (_)f  late  years  especially, 
we  have  had  too  many  instances  of  thi.s  unjust  prejudice  on  the 
part  of  travellers.  Would  that  I  possessed,  for  the  description  of 
American  cliaractcr  and  institutions,  tho  power  of  a  Dickens  or  a 
TroUope,  I  would  endeavour,  I  assm-eyou,to  handle  the  subjeet  in 
a  very  different  spirit.  Sure  I  am  I  woidd  not  prostitute  such  genius 
as  they  pos.scss  by  unceremoniously  cahunniating  a  ])coj.lc  who. 
generally  speaking,  are  nnieli  sunorio"  in  natural  talent  and  sound 
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practical  information,  to  the  groat  mnna  of  our  conntrvmen.  Tlicro 
may  bo  many  imperfe(.'tions  in  the  govei-nmout  and  public  insti- 
tutions of  this  country,  and  many  matters  connected  thcrewitli  to 
,which  an  Englishman  might  reasonably  object;  but  it  will  not  bo 
denied  that  the  people  are  every  day  becoming  better  informed  on 
such  subjects,  and  that  there  is  sufiicient  energy  of  character,  acute- 
ness  of  observation,  and  tact  amongst  them,  to  enable  them  sooner 
or  later  to  correct  the  more  prominent  existing  abuses. 

Our  time  in  Ijoston  was  very  limited,  not  even  permitting  us  to 
make  use  of  our  introductory  letters.  On  landing  at  tliis  famous 
intellectual  city,  wo  were  much  impressed  with  its  external  aspect, 
which  is  said  to  bear  a  closer  resemblance,  than  any  other  in 
America,  to  the  cities  of  Great  Britain.  Its  towering  domes,  and 
pointed  spires,  with  the  intermingling  masts  of  atsscIs  in  the  har- 
bour, and  the  massive  ranges  of  buildings  which  meet  the  eye  from 
a  distance,  have  certainly  an  imposing  eii'ect  on  a  stranger.  Tho 
manners  of  the  pc  )lc,  also,  remind  an  Englishman  of  his  native 
land.  To  make  ,  most  of  what  time  we  had,  wo  hired  a  carriage 
for  a  day's  excursion  into  the  vicinity,  and  visited  tlie  principal 
manufactories,  several  of  wliich  were  employed  on  contracts  for  mili- 
tary stores  for  tho  government.  "We  next  traversed  some  of  the  lovely 
walks  of  Mount  Auburn  cemetery,  a  beautiful  enclosure,  including 
one  hundred  acres,  Avhich  are  laid  out  in  tho  most  exquisite  stylo 
tliat  a  cultivated  taste  and  tlie  admirable  natural  advantages  of  tho 
locality  could  secure.  Tho  I'enitentiary,  and  the  Now  England 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  came  in  also  for  a  share  of  our  notice ; 
but  as  ],)i(.'kens  has  told  you  more  than  enough  about  the  blind  muto 
who  forms  tlic  famous  attraction  of  the  latter  institution,  I  need 
not  expatiate.  The  naval  depot  deserves  especial  notice.  Its 
stupendous  specimens  of  naval  architecture,  its  massive  dry  dock, 
where  sliips  of  the  largest  class  can  be  repaired,  with  its  steam 
pumps  attached,  together  with  tlio  park  of  artillery,  rope  walk,  &c. 
arc  worthy  of  inspection. 

1  must  now  refer  to  the  cotton  manufactures,  M'hicli  are  every 
day  becoming  more  and  more  important  in  tliis  "  (/o  n-head  land." 
Among  the  many  very  extensive  manufacturing  establishments, 
there  is  none  that  equals  in  extent  the  Lowell  AVorks,  near  Boston. 
They  are  conducted  by  ten  public  companies  or  incorporations,  in 
sliarrs  of  from  five  hundred  to  one  tliousand  dollars — all  paid  up. 
The  capitals  vary  from  six  hundred  thousand  to  two  millions  of 
dollars.  The  gross  amount  of  stock,  I  believe,  is  upwards  of  ten 
millions  of  dollars.     Tlierc  are  thirty-two  mills,  exclusive  of  print- 
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works,  &c.  Tlio  first  manufactory  wo  visited  was  entirely  confined 
to  spinning  and  weaving.  The  capital  invested  in  this  concern 
(the  lioott)  is  said  to  bo  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Tlie  cleanliness  of  tlio  mill,  and  tlic  arrangements  gener- 
ally, wervT  perfect.  These  establishments  chiefly  employ  respectable 
females,  whoso  attire  resembles  more  that  of  ladies  than  common 
cotton  mill  girls.  One  peculiarity  we  noticed  was  that  these  young 
women  invariably  wore  veils  on  going  and  returning  from  their 
work.  This  fashion,  thougli  very  neat  and  becoming  in  them, 
proved  rather  a  barrier  to  the  pJnt.^ioiinouiical  curiosity  of  my  bache- 
lor companion.  These  young  M-onicn  are  certainly  much  superior 
to  the  same  class  of  individuals  with  us:  they  have  two  monthly 
magazines,  written  and  conducted  entirely  by  themselves — one  of 
them  entitled  7'/ir  Opcratkcs  Magazine^  the  other,  The  Lowell  (\(fcr- 
iii[l — both  M'orks  of  respectable  appearance,  and  of  some  literary 
merit.  The  second  factory  we  visited  was  the  Merrimack,  the  most 
extensive  in  Lowell,  in  which  were  included  spinning,  weaving, 
copperplate  and  block  printing,  and  some  other  branches  of  manu- 
facture, and  its  erection  cost  about  two  millions  of  dollars.  Uesides 
these,  there  are  a  great  many  more  nearly  as  extensive,  and  every 
day  new  ones  are  establishing.  The  first  efforts  to  promote  maiui- 
factures  in  this  place  were  made  in  1813,  in  consecp'.enco  of  the 
war  with  Great  Britain  and  restrictions  on  commerce,  and  for  five 
or  six  years  after,  the  population  did  not  exceed  two  or  threo  hun- 
dred; tlie  population  of  this  beautifid  village  is  now  upwards  of 
twenty-five  thousand,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  are  all  dependent 
upon,  or  connected  with,  tlie  public  works.  •■'         *  * 

My  friend  and  I  have  been  going  aboi;t  these  some  days  seeing 
the  sights  and  wonders  of  New  York.  It  is  a  city  really  well  worth 
a  stranger's  notice,  not  only  for  its  numerous  public  buildings, 
charitable  institutions,  and  similar  objects  of  interest,  which  liavo 
long  been  the  admiration  of  travellers,  but  also  for  the  many 
important  and  very  extensive  works  which  are  now  in  progress  of 
erection.  Of  the  latter,  the  first  in  point  of  utility,  is  the  Croton 
Water  AVorks — a  gigantic  scheme,  now  nearly  completed,  for  sup- 
plying tlie  city  Avitli  water.  Like  many  other  large  cities.  New 
York  was  very  insuliicicntly  provided  both  in  respect  to  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  this  essential  element;  but  at  tlio  present  moment, 
by  means  of  the  great  undertaking  just  mentioned,  tliere  is  perhaps 
no  metropolis  in  the  world  that  can  boast  of  a  more  ample  supply 
than  that  now  introduced  into  every  quarter  of  the  city.  The  Croton 
stream  is  brought  about  forty-six  miles  in  a  tunnel  or  covered  canaJ, 
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and  tlio  untlortakiiig  has  already  cost  nearly  £ii,000,000  sterling. 
Wo  visited  tlio  whole  lino  of  operations,  and  it  is  truly  astonisliing 
to  witness  the  imineiiso  structures  of  licavy  masonry  which  havo 
been  reared  to  form  aqueducts  over  the  magnificent  ravines 
which  nature,  in  her  wild  and  sportive  mood,  has  formed  in  this 
interesting  and  picturesque  district  of  country.  The  water,  when 
within  about  two  miles  from  the  city,  is  collected  in  a  reservoir, 
covering  about  tliirty-sis  acres  of  ground;  then  into  a  second,  about 
one  mile  nearer,  constructed  of  a  very  ingenious  and  astonishing 
piece  of  granite  masonry,  and  which,  in  like  manner,  occupies  a 
great  many  acres.  From  this  second  or  distributing  reservoir,  tlie 
water  is  conducted  into  the  city  by  two  large  mains,  thirty-six 
inclies  in  diameter,  and  capable  of  discharging  daily  not  less 
than  thirty-two  millions  of  gallons.  The  i)resent  demand  for  the 
city  is  not,  however,  probably  more  than  from  ten  to  twelve  millions. 
This  is  the  largest  public  undertaking  which  any  of  the  States 
have  executed,  if  we  except  the  western  railroad  from  Albany  to 
Buffalo,  and  the  Eric  canal,  which  latter  is  about  three  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  must  have  cost  an  enormous  sum,  I 
believe  not  less  than  £4,000,000  sterling.  All  these  undertakings 
are  in  the  state  of  New  York. 

Connected  with  the  water  works,  there  is,  in  the  park  opposite 
the  city  hall,  and  near  the  centre  of  the  city,  a  jet  cVeav,  which 
plays  from  morning  till  night.  Tliis  erection  is  not  merely  orna- 
mental, for  the  cooling  exhalations  which  it  sends  forth  arc  felt  in 
this  warm  climate  to  bo  r  refreshing  luxury.  I  wish  our  spirited 
citizens  Avould  take  the  hint,  and  let  us  have  a  similar  erection  in 
one  or  more  of  our  deganf  squares  in  Glasgow. 

Witli  regard  to  public  buildings,  it  can  hardly  escape  observa- 
tion that  Xcw  York,  in  respect  of  its  architectural  appearance,  has 
benefited  immensely  by  the  destructive  fire  which  took  place  about 
eight  years  ago,  and  which  swept  down  nearly  five  hundred  stores 
and  dwelling-houses,  besides  several  public  buildings,  all  situated  iu 
the  best  business  quarter  of  the  city.  The  ground  thus  cleared 
has  been  rebuilt,  suitably  to  the  increasing  trade  and  improved 
taste  and  spirit  of  tlie  inhabitants;  and  what  is  called  the  "  Burnt 
District,"  is  now  the  finest  quarter  of  Xcw  York.  The  new  mer- 
chant's exchange  is  licre,  an  edifice  whicli  I  camiot  but  think  the 
most  stately  and  elegant  in  the  city.  Tho  stylo  of  architecture  is 
chaste  and  plain,  being  the  Ionic:  it  is  built  of  blue  Quincy 
granite,  resembling  marble,  witli  eighteen  massive  columns,  nearly 
forty  feet  in  height,  each  in  one  block.     The  great  circular  hall  or 
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saloon  is  eighty  feof,  in  diameter,  and  as  many  in  liciglit.  sunnonutod 
hy  a  dome,  wliich  is  made  to  appear  as  if  it  rested  on  eiglit  Corintliian 
<'olnnins  of  white  marble,  more  than  forty  feet  liigh.  The  public  and 
private  offices  of  the  building  are  fire  proof.  The  undertaking,  how 
over  splendid  as  a  structure,  has  unfortunately  turned  out  a  miserable 
speculation  for  tlio  projectors.  It  was  lately  brought  to  public  sale, 
when  the  Barings  of  London,  who  had  previously  heavy  mortgages 
upon  it,  became  tlio  purchasers,  I  believe,  at  not  more  than  nine  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  whicli  surely  was  a  job,  as  it  is  understood  to 
have  cost  upwards  of  two  millions  of  dollars.  As  you  may  easily  con- 
ceivo,  I  cannot  in  the  compass  of  a  single  letter  give  you  a  descrip- 
tion of  all  tlic  public  edifices  of  this  city :  they  arc,  indeed,  so  numer- 
ous and  so  now,  that  one  only  wonders,  and  cannot  but  admire  tlu? 
energies  of  the  people  who  have  called  them  into  being.  There  is 
one,  however,  which  I  must  not  omit  to  notice,  and  that  is  the  Custom- 
liouso,  another  magnificent  structure  of  granite  and  marble.  Tlie 
grandeur  of  this  edifice  arises  chicfiy  from  tho  beauty  of  its  portico, 
and  from  tho  enormous  dimensions  of  its  columns — thirty-two  feet  in 
height,  and  nearly  six  feet  diameter  at  bottom.  Tliey  are  of  tho 
Doric  order,  and  forcibly  impress  the  mind  with  the  simple  yet 
stable  nature  of  that  style  of  architecture.  The  building,  which  in 
form  and  order  resembles  tlie  Parthenon  at  Athens,  boasts  of  twenty- 
four  outside  columns,  each  in  one  block,  and  eighteen  pilasters  of 
tlic  same  height,  projecting  from  the  plane  of  tho  wall  about  four  feet. 
If  tho  exterior  is  grand,  you  can  scarcely  imagine  the  splendour  of  tho 
interior.  Tho  hall  occupying  tho  centre  of  the  building  is  upwards 
of  a  hundred  feet  in  length,  including  tho  vestibule  at  each  end, 
and  nearly  eighty  foot  wide  in  its  central  part.  It  is  of  circular 
form,  the  corners  being  laid  off  in  apartments  of  various  dimensions. 
Altogether  this  is  one  of  the  most  striking  structures  in  tho  city. 
How  I  blushed  for  our  own  pitiful  abortion  of  a  Custom-liouso  at 
homo.  Now  that  Glasgow  is,  in  respect  of  tho  revenue  it  yields, 
tho  third  port  in  tho  kingdom,  her  merchants  must  bestir  them- 
selves to  force  upon  the  attention  of  the  legislature  the  imperativo 
necessity  of  retrieving  tlie  error  and  injustice  done  the  city  by  this 
wretched  piece  of  paltry  parsimony  I 

Tho  harbour  of  New  York  is  commodious  and  safe.  The 
entrance  by  what  is  called  "  tho  Narrows,"  about  eight  miles  from 
tho  city,  leads  into  a  beautiful  bay  of  about  twenty-fivo  miles  in 
circumference,  and  there  is  depth  enough  of  water  at  all  times  to 
allow  of  the  largest  vessels  coming  (dose  to  the  wliarvcs.  Tug 
steamers  aro  constantly  employed  in  taking  vessels  in  and  out  of  tlie 
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harbours.  The  wliarves  arc  situated  aloug  the  banks  of  tho  north 
and  east  rivers— hero  separated  by  a  narrow  tongue  of  land,  on 
which  the  commercial  part  of  tho  city  is  built.  The  groat  popula- 
tion of  New  York  appears  much  larger  than  it  actually  is,  on  account 
of  the  stir  and  bustlo  wliicli  prevail  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  city, 
from  tho  multitude  of  seafaring  people  and  others  busily  engaged 
in  the  pursuits  of  commerce,  although  I  believe  the  population  does 
not  exceed  in  numbers  that  of  our  own  city. 

In  my  next,  I  shall  treat  of  another  subject  connected  with  New 
York,  viz.,  the  nnmicipal  affairs  of  this  great  city,  a  subject  m 
which  my  friend  and  myself  naturally  take  some  interest. 

Yours,  &c. 
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I.KTTER  THIRD. 


New  Yokk,  Minj  \5tli,  1843. 

My  Deah 

Having  in  my  last  letter  given  you  a  meagre  descrip- 
tion of  Boston  and  the  manufactures  of  Lowell,  and  some  stono- 
and-lime  descriptions  of  this  vast  emporium  of  trade  and  commerce, 
let  mo  now  for  a  moment  allude  to  the  corporation  affairs  of  this 
great  city  and  country.     As  good  luck  would  have  it,  wo  found,  on 
the  first  day  after  our  arrival  at  New  York,  that  the  new  council 
or  aldermen  were  to  be  installed  in  office.     More  than  usual  excite- 
ment prevailed  on  the  occasion,  from  there  having  been  a  complete 
overturn  in  the  elections  this  year.     The  party  termed  loco-focos 
wero  in  the  ascendancy — a  class  of  politicians  whose   particular 
tenets  and  principles  I  have  not  been  long  enough  in  this  country 
yet  sufficiently  to  comprcliend  ;  but  from  the  noisy  manner  in  wliicli 
the  members  conducted  themselves  on  that  day,  I  was  not  greatly 
prepossessed  in  their  favour.     As  strangers,  and  perhaps,  also,  from 
our  being  members  of  a  civic  corporation  at  home,  we  were  intro- 
duced, under  the  auspices  of  the  mayor,  into  the  sanctum  or  inner 
chamber,  and  were  comfortably  ensconced  in  a  window-seat  with  a 
"•ood  stuffed  cushion,  when,   lo  and  behold,  as  the  clock  struck 
twelve,  immediately  on  the  doors  being  opened,  a  tremendous  rush 
took  place,  and  no  possible  force  of  constables  could  restrain  the 
constituency  from  leaping  over  the  barrier  intended  to  separate  the 
public  from  the  members  of  council !     The  apartment  in  which  the 
municipal  body  met  is  commodious  and  handsome,  containing  well 
painted  portraits  of  the  heroes  of  America — Washington,  Clinton, 
and  others.     "  The  pressure  from  without"  was  at  length,  however, 
such  as  no  human  force  could  resist,  and  although  we  were  seated 
amongst  the  privileged  few,  we  were  unable  ere  long,  from  the 
great  crowd,  satisfactorily  to  hear  or  see  what  was  going  on  in  the 
assembly. 

Tlie   great   interest  created  on   tliis    occasion   will   be    easily 
accounted  for,  when  I  tell  you  tliat  the  party  now  in  power,  in  con- 
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fonnity  witli  what  I  believe  tlic  general  practice  ot  the  immicipul 
nianagcnient  tlirougliout  the  States,  turn  unceremoniously  adrift 
all  the  official  servants  who  may  have  been  appointed  by  their  pre- 
decessors, and  till  up  the  otHccs  of  tlie  coi-poratiuii,  from  tlie  liighest 
to  the  very  lowest,  from  the  ranks  of  their  own  political  adliereuts. 
I  was  told  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  audience  on  that  tlay 
consisted  of  hangcrs-ou  wlio  expected  bertlis  under  the  new  order  of 
things;  and  tlio  anxiety  manifested  in  tlie  faces  of  many  indicated  a 
greedy  out-look  for  the  loaves  and  fishes!     Tlic  lirst  and  })rincipal 
business  brought  before  this  august  assembly  on  the  occasion,  was 
the  patronage  of  the  police  department.    After  repealing,  hrcci  hkiuk, 
several  ordonnances  which  had  been  passed  during  former  adminis- 
trations, that  the  power  of  patronage  might  be  thus  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  ruling  party,  the  removal  of  every  person,  even  to  the 
night  watchmen  and  street  scavengers,  was  proceeded  with  as  a 
matter  deemed  absolutely  essential  to  keep  the  now  ascendant  or  luco- 
fvco  party  in  power.     What  would  our  wortliy  city  chamberlain, 
magnificent  city  marshal,  and  otlier  ofiicials,  high  or  low,  rich  or 
poor,  think  of  a  proceeding  such  as  this  on  the  part  of  every  fresh 
council  ^     So  far  as  municipal  affairs  are  conducted  hero,  1  cannot 
say  that  in  this  respect  they  meet  witli  my  approval ;  for  what  can 
be  expected  from  cither  liigh  officials  or  subordinate  servants  thus 
elected,  and  thus  removable,  but  tliat  tliey  will  make  the  most  of 
their  situations  as  long  as  they  can  hold  tliem. 

In  minor  matters  of  police  there  is  much  in  the  outward  aspect 
of  New  York  that  is  offensive  to  an  Englishman's  eye.  Tlie  streets 
are  wretchedly  paved,  worse  cleaned,  and  heaps  of  rubbish  are 
seen  lying  in  every  quarter.  The  description  given  by  Bo/  of  the 
pig-population  of  Now  York,  is  both  graphic  and  true.  Yet,  with 
all  those  little  drawbacks,  it  is  certainly  a  wonderful  city.  Trades- 
men are  generally  respectable  in  appearance — no  shabby  or  dirty- 
looking  fellows  are  seen  prowling  idly  about — every  one  clean  and 
comfortable  looking.  The  enterprise  and  ingenuity  of  the  trades- 
men arc  proverbial.  Contractors  can  be  found  who  will  undertake 
any  kind  of  work,  however  difficult.  They  will,  for  instance, 
remove  a  complete  house  from  one  block  of  building  or  street  to 
another,  without  deranging  tlio  economy  of  tlie  interior ;  and  it  is 
a  very  common  operation  to  talvo  out  the  whole  basement  story  of  a 
building,  raise  the  house  by  strong  framing  and  dumb-crafts,  and 
give  the  under  floor  any  additional  height  of  ceiling,  so  as  to  mako 
elegant  shops,  and  otherwise  improve  the  architectural  effect  of  the 
building ! 
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My  foinpuiiiou  litis  boeii  luiicli  lunusod  by  tlie  exhibitions  in  tho 
bowling  alloy — a  ganio  in  great  favour  by  all  classes  of  young  men, 
it  being  hoaltliy  and  amusing.  Tlio  game  is  played  within  doors 
at  any  .season  of  the  year;  and  should  our  friend,  tho  councillor, 
over  chanco  to  live  in  a  country  where  tho  grass  would  not  grow, 
so  as  to  produce  a  velvet  carpet  for  a  bowling  green,  he  thinks  ho 
might  soon  como  to  relish  this  Yankee  amusement — but  certainly 
not  till  tlicn.  At  present  liis  prejudices  are  all  in  favour  of  tho 
green  sod — no  dry  slippery  boards  for  him.  Vou  would  bo  sur- 
prised at  the  extensive  and  splendid  establishments  appropriated  to 
this  i'avourito  game,  Tiiero  is  an  amazing  number  of  these  estab- 
lishments in  New  York  and  other  great  cities,  and  tiic  capital 
re(|uired  to  fit  up  tho  tables  is  very  considerable.  .Some  of  tho 
proprietors  of  these  concerns,  it  is  said,  pay  as  umch  as  two  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum  of  rent,  for  the  use  of  tho  mere  building. 

To  the  circumstance  of  meeting  a  Glasgow  friend,  Air.  15 , 

at  tho  Astor  House,  1  was  indebted  for  the  opportunity  of  seeing  a 
trotting  match.  \''ou  must  know  that  tliis  is  a  great  country  for 
such  exhibitions.  The  feats  arc  performed  in  harness,  with  a  light 
carriage,  which  is  termed  a  sulky.  Some  of  the  performances  are 
truly  astonishing.  1  was  present  at  several  of  these  matches  a 
few  days  ago,  where  the  winner  of  one  match  made  the  round  of 
tho  course  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  in  two  minutes  and  tliirty-scveu 
seconds.  Such  horses  as  the  Tom  Thumb,  which  was  once  in  Eng- 
land, are  not  scarce  here ;  and  enormous  prices  are  frequently  paid 
for  horses  which  have  established  tlieir  characters  for  speed,  &c. 

In  the  vicinity  of  New  York,  there  are  a  great  many  manu 
factories.  At  the  village  of  ra,terson,  about  twelve  miles  distant, 
in  Jersey  county,  are  wator-fivUs,  supplying  extensive  spinning, 
weaving,  and  paper  works;  and  whicli,  in  respect  to  power,  would 
put  to  shame  our  far-famed  Shaws  Water.  One  of  the  most  pros- 
perous concerns,  I  believe,  is  the  cotton  mills  belonging  to  IJobert 
Carrick,  Es(i.,  formerly  a  townsman  of  our  own,  a  gentleman  who 
not  only  pointed  out  every  thing  interesting  connected  with  tho 
manufactures  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  added  much  to  our  comfort 
by  his  kind  hospitality.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  express  in  ordinary 
feeling  the  very  great  attention  paid  me  by  all  parties  in  this  city — 
tho  Americans  generally  being  equally  anxious  with  our  own 
countrymen  to  show  us  every  civility :— and  I  cannot  possibly 
enumerate  tho  many  instances  of  courtesy  I  have  received  from 
numbers  of  intelligent  and   highly  influential  citizens,  whilst  so 
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ing  amongst  them.     I  have  given  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
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tlio  son  (if  !i  gcutlciniiii  lioro,  tu  wlion  1  hail  letters  from  our  friuiul 

V ,  whicli  will  alloitl  you  an  o])portuiiity  of  ropayinu'  for  iiiu 

sonu-  of  tlicsc  debts  of  liosi)itality. 

We  leavo  this  aftonioou  for  Wnshini^ton,  and  may  j)robaljly  go 
as  tar  as  Wichniond,  in  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  sceini,'  a  Slave 
State,  and  witnessing  tiie  eifects  of  bondage  and  freedom  in  Juxta- 
position. Should  wc  accomplish  this  ])lnn,  my  next  communication 
will  probably  contain  full  details  of  the  methods  adopted  by  the 
Virginian  jdanters  in  the  manufacturing  of  the  nigger-liead,  ladies'- 
twist,  cavendish,  jdug,  pigtail.  lioiu)y-dew,  and  other  varieties  of 
the  stinudating  and  soothing  lierb. 

I  may  probably  Avrite  you,  if  time  permit,  on  my  return  from  our 
southern  tour,  and  before  starting  for  Canada.  I  suspect  my  com- 
panion begins  to  feel  my  locomotive  qualities  rather  troublesome, 
but  1  have  always  been  of  opinion,  with  young  Rapid,  that  it  is 
best  for  me,  and  wliy  should  it  not  be  for  him,  a  bachelor,  to  be  kept 
"  always  movina." 

Yours,  Ac. 
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LETTER  FOUirni 


NkW  YoiiK.  '^d  J((})i\   IRI.'i. 
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III  my  two  la.«t  letters,  which  were  from  Now  York,  1  did 
little  more  than  mention  the  first  impressions  produced  on  my  mind 
on  arivinjj  in  the  empire  state  and  the  mercantile  metropolis  of  the 
western  world.      Since  then  wo  have  been  absent  from  tliis  city 
nearly  a  fortnight,  witnessing  various  scones  and  objects  deemed 
worthy  of  a  stranger's  attention,  our  route  being  nearly  tliat  whicli 
Dickens  and  most  other  travellers  on  the  same  errand  with  ourselves 
have  followed.    ISly  companion  ami  1  having  booked  ourselves  in  tlu; 
afternoon  train  for  Philadelphia,  wo  left  at  five  p.m.,  and  arrived  in 
the  capital  of  the  Quaker  state  tlie  same  evening  about  eleven  o'clock. 
We  there  spent  a  day  or  two,  and  saw  every  thing  considered  worth 
notice.     The  city  is  superior  in  outward  appearance  to  New  York, 
—it  is,  indeed,  strikingly  beautiful,  and  presents  many  objects  well 
calculated  to  attract  tlie  attention  of  visitors.     By  the  kindness  and 
very  polite  attention  of  an  old  friend  of  our  family,  who  accom- 
panied ns,  we  saw  the  Schuylkill  Water  Works,  Girard  College, 
and  the  Penitentiary— the  last  an  institution  on  which  the  public 
mind  is  mnch  divided,  not  only  as  to  its  utility  in  reforming  crim- 
inals, but  as  to  the  service  it  renders  to' society  generally.     On  a 
subject  of  such  great  importance  as  that  involved  in  the  plan  of  this 
penitentiary,  my  opportunities  of  observation  have  not  been  exten- 
sive enough  to  render  ray  opinion  of  much  weight.     Dickens  has 
given  his  attention  to  the  question,  and  devotes  to  it  some  of  his 
most  eloquent  Notes;  to  him,  therefore,  I  refer  yon  for  information. 
I  have  procured,  however,  some  printed  documents  on  tlic  subject, 
for  the  use  of  our  Town  Clerk  wlio  principally  is  employed  in  the 
department  of  criminal  police,  that  may  probably  assist  him,  should 
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tlio  Clerks  itiaiia.Qrc  to  got  anotlicr  /'"/*rc  //*'//  intu  ///-■  *;/;//.  I'lmn 
those  I?e])(»rtsitappoiirs  tliat  tlio  IViitisylvaiiiaii  or  Solitary  System 
of  Prison  |)isei])liiie  lias  failed  to  realise  tlio  e.Ni>eetntions  of  its 
early  friends,  aiul  a  d(!eided  jirefereiiee  seems  to  Im-  ;:iveii  to  tlie 
Aidjuru  or  Silent  System;  lint  even  it,  I  fear,  does  not  merit  llie 
very  liigliest  commendation.  Under  this  system  tlio  convicts  are 
not  allowed  to  oxchango  a  word  with  ench  other,  or  to  connnnni('ato 
by  writing  or  any  sign  whatever,  and  for  infringing  the  regulations 
thoy  are  pnnished  hy  flogging,  which  is  inllieted,  I  understand, 
with  due  discretion,  according  to  the  nature  and  magnitude  of  tli'" 
otl'onco:  but  for  greater  oifonccs  the  criminal  is  afllxod  to  a  chair 
or  stocks,  and  cold  water  allowed  constantly  to  kco])  dropping  on  the 
crown  of  his  head.  This  latter  is  a  most  barliarous  and  cruel 
punishment,  and  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  any  civilized  country. 

Tiic  numerous  public  buildings — the  Tiieatre,  the  Now  Ivvchango, 
and,  last  not  least,  that  now  deserted  and  solitary  nionnment  of 
morcantilo  speculation,  the  Linitcd  States  Haidc,  standing  with 
closed  doors  and  empty  benches — arc  all  composed  of  most  beautiful 
white  marble.  Many  of  the  houses  of  the  better  class  of  citi/en^ 
are  built  of  tho  same  material;  and  it  is  rare  to  meet  a  house  that 
has  not  the  lower  basement,  steps,  and  side  parapets,  of  marblo. 
Tliis  gives  tho  city,  with  her  miiformly  Avhito  painted  doors  and 
green  lattices,  a  most  cheerful  and  exhilarating  ap])earance,  os]ie 
cially  under  tlio  influontic  of  v.hat,  a  great  part  of  tho  year,  may  bo 
called  an  Italian  atmosphere. 

Among  tho  public  edilice-,  1  had  idmost  neglected  to  mention 
tho  United  States  Mint,  one  of  the  most  chaste  and  classical  l)uild- 
ings  I  have  ever  seen;  and  wliilo  the  exterior  is  so  very  attractive, 
the  internnl  arrangements  jtossess  an  interest  to  tlio  mochnuical 
mind  beyond  any  ])ublic  institution  with  which  I  om  accjuainted. 
Hero  is  coined  all  tho  metallic  currency  of  tlio  Union.  It  is  a 
wonderful  establishment,  and  conducted  -with  tho  greatest  sim- 
plicity. What  an  iMiglishman  cannot  fail  to  admire,  is  the  facility 
with  which  every  thing  about  it  is  submitted  to  his  examination. 
No  Joseph  Hume  influence  has  ever  been  needed  to  let  a  man  look 
at  his  own — yea,  and  handle,  if  he  has  a  wish,  the  glittering  coin 
which  ho  sees  dropped  from  tho  die.  A  stranger  does  not  require 
hero,  (as  is  the  case  at  the  Mint  in  London,  and  several  other 
national  establishments,)  before  he  can  be  admitted,  to  diinco 
attendance  for  two  or  three  days  upon  some  groat  man  in  power,  to 
secure  his  influence  and  introduction.  The  same  principle  of  freely 
admitting  tho  peoplo  is  ob.servod  in  tho  management  of  all   the 
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national  institutions  of  America.  Tlie  steam  engine  tliat  supplies 
moclianical  power  for  tlie  wliolo  operations  of  the  Mint  is  of  the  most 
ingenious  construction,  ami  it  is  scaniely  possible  to  conceive  any 
tiling  of  tlio  kind  more  beautiful.  It  has  what  is  termed  a  liori/ontal 
stroke,  and  its  movements  are  so  nicely  adjusted  that  you  cannot  hear 
it  working.  In  point  of  workmanship,  it  is  really  ex<iui.site — all  its 
parts  being  finished  with  care  and  accuracy,  equal  to  the  finest 
astronomical  apparatus.  The  museum  contains  a  moderate  collec- 
tion of  coins,  and  a  fair  sample  of  all  tlio  native  ores,  with  some 
fine  specimens  from  other  countries. 

Although  it  is  not  very  customary  for  your  regular  book  making 
gentry  to  notice  individuals  from  liiigland,  Scotland,  or  Ireland, 
who,  by  their  ingenuity  and  industry,  have  attained  eminence  in 
the  States,  yet  I  may  be  permitted  to  tell  my  fellow-citi/ens  that 
one  of  our  townsmen,  now  a  resident  hero,  Mr.  Struthers,  a  most 
benevolent  kind-hearted  man,  has  so  far  gained  the  confidence  of 
this  country,  that  the  erection  of  many  of  their  public  buildings 
and  marble  palaces  has  been  committed  to  bis  superintendence,  not 
only  in  Philadelphia,  but  in  many  other  parts  of  tlie  lluion.  I*]veu 
the  capitol  in  Washington,  I  bcdieve,  is  indebted  to  him  for  its 
present  renovated  and  splendid  appearance,  that  edifice  having  been 
partially  destroyed  during  the  last  war.  TIo  is  held  in  great  esti- 
mation by  all  his  countrymen  hero,  and  most  deservedly  so.  On 
visiting  the  navy-yard  in  Philadelphia,  the  most  polite  attention 
was  shown  us  by  Commodore  Read,  a  genuine  Irishman  and  gentle- 
man, well  known  as  a  commander,  and  famous  in  tlie  n.i,val  annals 
of  the  States. 

During  our  stroll  we  went  into  several  of  the  dry  goods  stores — 
of  which  one  in  particular  was  a  perfect  "  Tampbells"  concern,  as 
to  retail  business.  The  arrangements  were  excellent,  and  bad  any 
of  the  managers  of  that  great  establishment  been  witli  us,  I  feel 
confident  they  might  Iiave  got  a  virk  or  two  from  the  Yankees. 
The  firm  is  Townsend  it  Sli.arploss,  most  respectable  Quakers.  Wo 
next  stumbled  upon  one  of  the  largest  commission-houses  in  tlio 
States,  for  the  sale  of  American  cotton  and  woollen  manufactures. 
Tliero  my  friend  the  Councillor  seemed  quite  dumfoundcred  on 
being  shown  bales  and  boxes  to  an  enormous  extent,  consisting  of 
what  are  here  termed  domestics,  from  blue  baize  to  blankets,  cottons, 
calicoes,  and  chintzes.  Tlie  printed  cotton  goods  we  saw  were 
blues,  I'eds,  browns,  and  lilacs,  two  colours,  the  better  qualities  being 
of  excellent  cloth  and  superior  workmanship,  the  prices  ranging 
from  four  to  ten  cents  per  yard;  but  as  I  am  no  judge  of  goods  of 
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tliia  tlo.si;ri|ttioii,  I  will  l(\ivc  it  to  n\y  onnpnuioii,  when  lio  j^i'U  lionu', 
to  explain  nil  about  Anu'ricnii  <loni(^sti(!  nianiifiu'turc''.  Wo  Haw 
hero  Indian  long-cloths,  tliirty-oi^'Iit  mclies  wiilo,  at  nix  niid  a  (lunr 
tor  conts. 

Having  loft  Philailolphia,  wo  proccoilod  to  llaltiniorc,  which  is 
an  oxtcnsiv(i  tradin;;'  jilaco.  This  citv  (.-h  nio-<tly  all  Anioricati 
towns  aro  called),  like  many  other  places  in  tho  States,  did  really 
go  a-head  duriu;^'  times  when  stocks  wore  hi^h,  and  cash  and  cnvlit 
plenty,  and  enormous  jiricos  were  consc(|uently  paid  for  lar^e  tracks 
of  useless  ground  adjoining  or  contiguous  to  tho  town.  Speculators 
thought,  as  wo  aro  too  apt  to  do  at  homo,  that  there  would  ho  no 
end  to  tho  increasing  prosperity  nnd  po])ulation.  A  largo  space  of 
waste  land  in  the  suhurhs  of  naltiuu)re  was  dubhed  the  new  city  ol 
Canton,  and  laid  out  witli  splendid  avenues  and  magnificent 
squares.  Tho  streets,  no  doubt,  aiu;  all  formed  with  kerbstones  and 
foot  paths — but,  alas!  scarcely  a  single  building  of  tho  anticipateil 
city  has  yet  made  its  .appearance — a  melancholy  proof  of  tho  over 
issue  of  paper  dollars  and  shin-plasters. 

Tho  hotels  in  this  coiuitry  a])pear  wonderful  to  strangers  froni 
their  very  great  extent.  Only  conceive  two  to  throe  hundred  bed 
rooms,  besides  parlou)s,  dining-rooms,  and  other  a])artments,  all 
furnishod  in  tho  most  splendid  stylo,  and  conducted  in  a  manner 
ecpial  to  tho  most  regular  mercantile  concerns.  To  tlioso  who  have 
seen  tho  Astor  House  in  Xew  York,  auil  many  other  largo  estab- 
lishments similar  in  magniliconco,  though  perha])s  not  of  equal 
extent,  this  statement  will  not  appear  ovendiarged. 

While  wo  were  .\t  Baltimore  wo  had  an  oi)portunity  of  witnessing 
a  specimen  of  tiio  American  turf.  Our  friends  who  patronise  IJog- 
sidc  course  would  have  been  highly  amuseil  to  witness  Yankee 
jockeyism.  Tho  riders  were  niggers,  rigged  out  in  colom'od  calicoes, 
tattered  pantaloons,  with  scarcely  a  button  on  them,  and  old  boots 
which  for  size  might  have  served  for  tho  fore-spalls  of  an  elephant. 

My  locomotive  habits  did  not  permit  us  to  remain  long  at  Balti- 
more, and  therefore  off  wo  set  for  Wasliington.  After  a  ride  per 
railway  car  of  two  and  a  half  hours,  wo  reached  that  city,  and 
stopped  at  Cadesby's  hotel,  inferior  to  many  of  the  hotels  wo  have 
frequented,  but  certainly  good  enough — tho  generality  of  the  Legis 
lators  who  assemble  here  at  the  meeting  of  Congress  being  not  tho 
most  particular  men  in  tho  world.  The  city  is  exceedingly  dull  at 
this  season.  Wo  did  not  see  President  Tyler,  as  ho  was  at  his  farm 
in  Virginia,  but  liad  an  interview  with  one  of  his  sons,  a  fashionable 
looking  young  man,  now  gone  on  tho  embassy  to  China.     I  really 
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do  nut  iniicli  woiidci'  jit  tlio  old  )^n'lltl('mal^.>^  anxiftty  to  got  away 
from  |)iil)li(!  ImsiiicsH,  lor  no  poo  lovil  could  Ito  iiioro  .'imioyod. 
Till)  oid_y  party  in  tlic  Ihiioii  who  soem  pleaded  with  him  aro  tlioso 
ho  lias  plactMl  in  power  for  a  timo  (no  poiisionurs  horc),  anxious,  no 
doubt,  to  HU|)port  their  patron,  well  knowing,'  that  if  ho  lose  hiselec-^ 
tion,  the  oiio  who  succeeds  will  turn  tliem  all  to  the  ri,i,dit  al)out. 
This  is  a  state  fpf  <;ov  nnneiit  whicji  the  friends  of  irood  onler 
would  (Certainly  not  wish  to  ^ec  inuvated,  but  if  partially  introduced 
in  our  country.-  some  of  our  nd  lutntii  nut  cidiMia  boys  wouhl  feel  a 
littlo  Hipieaniisli,  Tlie  brief  awd  uncertain  teniiro  of  public  olKco 
may,  as  1  formerly  hintod,  account  tn  sonio  extent  for  tho  groat 
number  of  defaulters  corifieoted  with  tlio  eullcotion  of  tho  public 
revenue.  The  principle  dues  not  extend,  I  believe,  to  tho  very 
lowest  grades  of  publii;  servants  under  the  Federal  (j(jveriuucnt, 
but  in  tho  municipal  or  individual  state  appoiatmonts,  the  ("tovcrnor, 
or  tho  mayor  of  a  city,  may  cliango  any  subordinate  servant,  oven 
to  tlio  v(!ry  street  scavengers  I  which  1  think  I  told  you  was  generally 
tho  case.     Witness  tho  exhibitions  at  \ew  York  a  few  days  ago. 

But  1  must  call  a  halt  about  politics,  and  tell  you  about  tho 
public  buildings  of  Washington.  The  general  plan  of  the  city  is 
most  extensive — the  streets  and  sipiares  magnificent,  but  as  yet 
they  aro  for  the  most  part  only  on  paper;  and  though  tho  city 
should  go  a  head  at  a  very  great  rate,  it  will  probably  take  a  luui' 
dred  years  before  it  can  bo  considered  worthy  of  the  name  of  tho 
capital  of  a  groat  nation.  At  present  it  «locs  not  contain  more  than 
twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  and  tho  greater  proportion,  I  should 
say  at  least  twelve  thousand,  aro  comiected  with  tho  Post-Offico, 
Treasury,  navy  yard,  and  other  Oovornment  ofHces. 

Tho  Capitol,  in  which  aro  held  tho  meetings  of  tho  American 
Congress,  stands  out  from  tho  upper  end  of  the  city  on  an  eminonco 
singularly  majestic.  It  is  a  handsome  edifice.  Tho  Rotunda,  which 
is  nearly  one  hundred  feet  high,  and  paved  with  marble,  contains 
basso-relievos  of  historical  scenes  coiniocted  with  American  history, 
and  Trumbull's  celebrated  pictures  of  tho  declaration  of  American 
Independence,  tho  Capture  of  Cornwallis  and  tho  British  Army, 
and  Washington  resigning  his  Commission.  Tho  Post-Offico  is  an 
elegant  and  very  commodious  marble  edifice,  and  tho  Treasury 
buildings,  which  aro  of  freestone,  arc  very  extensive.  Immediately 
behind  stands  the  house  of  the  President,  a  neat,  plain,  marble 
building,  but  not  equal  in  size  or  elegance  to  many  of  the  houses  of 
tho  English  nobility  and  gentry.  Tho  pleasure  grounds  adjoining 
aro  very  prettily  laid  out,  and  there  the  citizens  promenade  two  or 
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three  times  a-week  in  the  evenings,   and  on  these  occasions  the 
scene  is  enlivened  by  bands  of  instrumental  music. 

The  Patent  Office  forms  one  of  the  chief  attractions  of  Washington, 
(lOntaining  as  it  does  an  immense  variety  of  models,  displaying  not 
flnly  great  ingenuity  in  their  invention,  but  strikingly  exhibiting  by 
their  construction  the  great  advancement  the  Americans  have  made 
in  the  mechanical  arts.  The  navy-yard  hero  is  also  well  worth  the 
notice  of  strangers — a  good  many  vessels  of  war — the  Union  steam 
frigate,  one  thousand  tons,  with  horizontal  submerged  propellers — 
invented  by  Lieutenant  Hunter,  of  the  United  States  navy — has  been 
successfully  tried — runs  smoothly  twelve  knots,  and  with  a  head  wind 
eight  knots  an  hour — cost  I  believe  upwards  of  half  a  million  of 
dollars — no  paddle-boxes  in  view — the  machinery  and  wheels  com- 
pletely protected  from  shot  and  shells.  The  CTOvernment  were  at 
first  sceptical  as  to  the  advantages,  and  I  have  been  told  that  the 
inventor  was  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  machinery  for  this  vessel, 
the  Government  merely  allowing  the  use  of  their  navy -yard,  and 
furnishing  the  timbei".  I  neglected  to  mention  while  at  Philadel- 
phia, tliat  in  the  navy-yard  there  a  largo  frigate  was  fitting  up  with 
Erikson's  propellers,  whicli  it  was  supposed  would  not  answer. 

From  Washington  we  took  an  excursion,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  miles,  per  railway,  to  Cumberland — a  mineral  district  in  Mary- 
land— passing  through  an  interesting  country.  About  half-way 
is  Harper's  Ferry,  a  most  romantic  and  picturesque  spot,  where  the 
United  States  Government  have  a  largo  arsenal,  foundry  for  cannon, 
and  manufactory  for  small  arms.  As  this  letter  is  long  enough 
already,  I  will  tell  you  all  about  the  mineral  district  when  I  next 
write.  The  weather  is  very  pleasant,  and  we  are  as  yet  not  annoyed 
with  musquitoes  or  any  "  varmint "  of  that  sort. 

Yours,  &c. 


LETTER  FIFTH. 
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New  York,  June  12th,  1843. 


My  Dear 

In  my  last  I  concluded  by  informing  you  of  our 
excursion  to  Cumberland,  situated  on  the  lowest  ridge  of  tlie  Alle- 
ghany mountains.  Wo  visited  the  mines  of  the  Boston  and  New 
York  Company,  and  there  we  met  an  intelligent  countryman  of  the 
name  of  Douglas,  at  the  head  of  a  small  colony  of  Scottish  miners, 
who  have  been  for  some  time  surveying,  and  are  ready  to  commence 
operations  as  soon  as  the  canal  is  tinishcd,  of  which  there  is  still 
about  ton  miles  to  complete.  When  this  is  accomplished,  the  com- 
pany will  be  enabled  to  ship  their  coal  to  Georgetown  and  Washing- 
ton on  the  Chesapeake,  and  from  tliencc  it  will  be  borno  sea-ward 
to  New  York  and  the  eastern  cities  of  the  Union.  We  met  at 
Cumberland  Mr.  O'Moraun,  and  a  party  of  gentlemen  interested  in 
those  mines,  who  asked  us  politely  to  accompany  them  on  their 
visit  to  them.  Our  trip  was  a  pleasant  one,  and  from  Captain 
Pickell  I  received  the  following  information  relative  to  the  mineral 
products  of  tliis  interesting  district; — 

"  The  mineral  property  belonging  to  Messrs.  O'Moraun,  Dennison, 
Ames,  and  other  gentlemen  in  New  York,  contains  seven  separate 
and  distinct  seams  of  bituminous  coal,  of  the  finest  quality,  and 
varying  in  thickness  from  one  to  fourteen  feet.  The  thickest,  or 
fourteen  feet  seam,  underlays  nearly  a  thousand  acres.  The  next  of 
importance  is  five  feet  thick,  and  underlays  more  than  two  thousand 
acres ;  the  other  seams,  of  four  feet  and  downwards,  run  through  an 
immense  territory.  All  the  mines  can  be  worked  by  horizontal  drifts 
of  adits,  and  entirely  kept  free  of  water.  The  only  coal  yet  worked 
is  from  the  thickest  vein,  and  is  brought  to  the  mouth  of  the  open- 
ings at  the  small  cost  of  one  cent  and  a  quarter  per  bushel,  or  about 
oue  shilling  and  sixpence  of  our  money  per  ton.  This  includes  all 
expenses  incident  to  the  mining.  The  coal  upon  the  most  careful 
analysis  has  been  found  to  contain  78.0  carbon,  19.0  bitumen,  3.0 
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cartliy  matters,  and  has  a  specific  gravity  of  1.321.  The  coal  used 
at  the  Dowlais  Iron  Works  in  Wales  is  remarkably  similar  to  this 
in  its  I'cspcctivc  components.  The  seam  of  caunel  of  one  and  a 
half  to  two  and  a  half  inches,  whicli  crowns  the  upper  part  of  the 
first  six  and  a  half  feet  of  tlio  coal,  and  then  passing  for  the  next 
three  or  four  inclios  into  a  coal  similar  to  the  Scotch  splint,  is  a 
peculiarity  which  distinguishes  it  from  any  other  in  this  basin." 

At  present,  the  nearest  or  northern  portion  of  the  Cumberland 
and  Alleghany  coal  region  is  nearly  two  hundred  miles  by  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Ohio  canal  from  tide-water;  and  a  great  part  of  the 
heavy  expense  of  transport  is  by  waggons  to  the  point  where  the 
canal  terminates.  This  canal  has  already  cost  upwards  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,  and  I  am  told  it  will  require  another  million 
(probably  of  English  money)  to  complete  it.  When  this  is  done, 
the  coal  will  be  laid  down  in  New  York  at  three  dollars  per  ton. 

Whilst  in  tlio  neighbourhood  we  also  visited  Frostburgh,  twelve 
miles  from  the  town  of  Cumberland,  where  there  are  largo  iron 
works  in  blast,  belonging  to  an  English  company. 

We  returned  to  Baltimore,  and  liaving  pushed  on  to  Philadel- 
phia, we  there  spent  another  day,  driving  about  the  suburbs,  and 
seeing  the  surrounding  sconery.  The  valley  of  the  Schuylkill,  in 
particular,  is  very  fine.  My  companion,  the  Councillor,  having  left 
me  here,  and  proceeded  on  to  New  York,  I  took  the  opportunity  to 
accompany  a  friend  to  Pottsvillc,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  tho 
most  extensive  anthracite  coal  district  in  Pennsylvania. 

The  Reading  railway,  wliich  leads  to  the  coal  region,  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  country,  exhibiting  as  it  does,  in  its  tunnels,  bridges, 
and  other  great  works,  the  highest  engineering  talent.  The  com- 
pany are  deeply  interested  in  the  mining  prosperity  of  this  district, 
and  the  directors  are  most  anxious  at  all  times,  when  strangers 
visit  Philadelphia,  that  they  should  have  information  on  the  vast 
resources  this  part  of  the  country  presents  in  mineral  wealth,  as  tho 
most  likely  way  of  inducing  capitalists  from  the  old  country  to 
invest  here ;  and  I  may  mention,  as  an  instance  of  their  extreme 
civility,  that  tho  chairman  of  the  board,  having  heard  of  my  arrival 
in  tho  city,  politely  sent  me  by  his  secretary  an  order  to  travel  freo 
over  tho  whole  line.  Mr.  Sanderson  of  I'hiladelphia,  a  gentleman 
well  informed  upon  every  thing  connected  with  mining,  was  my 
companion  to  Pottsvillc,  and  to  him  I  am  greatly  indebted  for 
many  interesting  statements  connected  with  the  trade  and  agricul- 
tural advancement  of  the  district. 

<  »u  leaving   Philadelphia  the  scenery  presented  is  uncommonly 
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beautiful.  Tlio  gardens  and  promenades  which  lino  the  banks  of 
the  Soluiylkill,  with  the  nobh?  arches  and  viaducts  by  which  it  is 
spanneil,  leave  on  the  mind  of  the  departing  visitor  a  higlily  agree 
able  impression  of  this  fine  city.  On  the  opposite  side  from  the 
railway,  the  Wissahicken  river  enters  the  Schuylkill,  and  shortly 
afterwards  wo  pas^  on  the  same  side  Manayunk,  the  Lowell  oi' 
Pennsylvania,  where  there  are  a  great  many  cotton  and  woollen 
manufactories,  flour-mills,  iron  works,  paper-mills,  and  otlior  machin 
ery  of  vast  extent,  engaged  in  various  manufactures.  1  am  told 
that  previous  to  1818  there  were  here  no  public  works  in  existence, 
and  now  there  is  a  continuous  lino  for  more  than  a  mile  of  magnifi- 
cent factories,  with  a  largo  and  handsome  town  in  the  back  ground, 
containing  a  numerous  population.  We  travelled  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  miles  an  hour,  whicli  is  considered  groat  speed  for  an  Ameri- 
can railway,  and  wo  passed  in  succession  many  large  and  powerful 
waterfalls,  all  connected  with  mills  of  various  kinds.  Sliortly  we 
entered  a  tunnel  nearly  two  thousand  feet  long,  cut  through  solid 
blue  slate  rock,  and  very  similar  in  construction  to  our  B'shopton 
one  on  the  Greenock  railway.  Wc  next  passed  several  extensive 
villages,  and  some  large  marble  and  limestone  quarries.  The  pretty 
and  interesting  village  of  Norristown  came  now  in  view,  where 
having  arrived,  a  most  sumptuous  breakfast  was  laid  out,  enough 
to  have  served  at  least  one  hundred  people,  though  not  more  than 
about  thirty  of  tlio  passengers  partook  of  it.  Wc  in  Scotland  are 
understood  by  strangers  to  provide  handsomely  for  the  morning 
repast,  but  the  Americans  beat  us  hollow.  Tliink  of  beaf  steaks, 
mutton  chops,  ham  and  eggs,  veal  cutlets,  and  pork  .sausages; 
shad,  catfish,  mackerel,  and  herrings,  cooked  various  ways.  Then 
the  usual  routine  of  tea,  coffee,  flannel  cakes,  cheese,  honey,  stewed 
peaches,  and  I  don't  know  what  else  besides,  served  up  in  capital 
stylo,  and  all  for  twenty -five  cents,  or  about  ouo  shilling  sterling 
each.  You  must  not  judge,  however,  from  this  specimen  of  cheap 
and  good  living  that  the  Yankees  are  at  all  times  so  moderate  in 
their  charges.  Travelling  is  really  not  much  cheaper  hero  tlian  in 
the  old  country — if  you  wish  to  do  so  as  a  gentleman. 

Norristown  has  a  largo  foundry  and  a  great  many  iron  manufac- 
tories— here  the  cannon  were  cast,  in  the  revolutionary  war,  for 
Washington's  army.  Next  we  readied  Pluenixville,  situated  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  Schuylkill.  Here  there  are  extensive  blast  fur- 
naces, a  great  manufactory  of  nails  made  by  machinery,  large  roll- 
ing mills,  and  other  mechanical  works.  In  the  iron  manufactory 
of  Messrs.  Reeves  &  Whitaker,  the  ore  is  taken  from  the  ground, 
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smelted,  puddled,  rolled,  and  cut  into  nails,  in  many  instances, 
without  it  over  being  once  cooled.  Wo  next  entered  another 
tunnel  about  half-a-mile  long,  on  leaving  which  we  crossed  the  river 
on  an  elegant  bridge,  and  entered  on  a  country  in  the  highest  state 
of  cultivation.  Winding  for  several  miles  round  the  base  of  a  lofty 
hill,  on  the  sloping  side  of  which  the  railroad  is  cut  out  of  a  solid 
rock,  we  next  came  to  the  town  of  Reading,  the  capital  of  Berks 
county,  containing  about  ten  thousand  inhabitants.  The  principal 
manufactories  and  public  works  here  are  nearly  all  connected  with 
the  iron  trade.  They  are  well  situated,  as  the  whole  country  is  rich 
in  minerals  of  every  description,  and  of  superior  quality.  This  town 
is  one  of  the  prettiest  on  the  lino,  and  is  situated  in  a  very  rich 
agricultural  district.  IJcrks,  although  considered  a  small  county 
in  the  state,  contains  five  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  and 
eighty  thousand  inhabitants.  From  this  to  Pottsville  the  country 
is  very  beautiful  and  picturesque.  Passing  Hamburgh,  Port  Clin- 
ton, Schuylkill  Haven,  Mount  Carbon,  and  many  villages  of  grow- 
ing importance,  wo  arrived  in  Pottsville  in  time  for  dinner ;  and,  on 
entering  the  railway  depot,  one  could  scarcely  imagine  the  bustle  and 
extent  of  coal  traffic  which  met  our  view.  A  six-wheeled  engine, 
weighing  only  about  eleven  tons,  was  about  starting  with  a  train  of 
sixty  waggons,  each  weighing  three  and  a  half  tons  loaded.  This 
railroad  works  economically,  and  Morris's  eight-wheeled  engines 
can  take  down  to  Philadelphia,  in  eight  hours,  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  twenty  loaded  waggons.  Having  got  into  a 
comfortable  hotel,  and  enjoying  a  good  dinner,  I  am  not  inclined 
to  say  more  to-day,  but  will  reserve  for  a  future  letter  an  account 
of  the  traffic  from  the  great  field  of  anthracite  coal  that  is  found  in 
this  district.  I  have  not  told  you  one  half  of  the  particulars  con- 
nected with  the  coal  trade,  but  when  I  got  home,  our  friends,  Dixon, 
Dundyvan,  Dunlop,  Merry,  and  Summerlee,  sliall  have  matters  in 
detail,  over  a  beefer  and  bottle  of  champagne. 

Yours,  <fcc. 


LETTER  SIXTH. 


BoFFALO,  7th  June,  1813. 


Mv  Dear 

In  concliuliiig  my  last,  I  promised  to  give  you 
some  account  of  the  anthracite  coal  region,  adjoining  tlic  town  of 
Pottsvillc,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  After  diinior  on  the  day 
of  our  arrival,  I  hired  a  carriage  and  proceeded  to  inspect  the 
various  mines,  all  lying  within  the  range  of  about  six  miles  round 
the  town.  The  mines  are  worked  not  by  shafts  in  the  usual  way, 
but  by  what  wc  in  Scotland  call  in-fjoin;/  eyes  ;  and  where  tlic  min- 
erals dip,  small  high-pressure  engines  are  used  to  bring  up  the 
trucks  or  coal-buckets,  whilst  the  empty  cues  are  taken  down  the 
inclined  plane.  Besides  the  usual  mode  of  mining  tho  coal  by 
these  inclined  planes,  there  arc  many  other  seams  wliero  it  takes 
much  less  trouble,  and  where  the  coal  is  so  abundant  and  near  tho 
surface,  that  when  a  slight  tirring  is  effected,  nothing  more  is 
required  than  working  as  if  in  a  stone  quarry.  It  is  no  uncommon 
occurrence  to  find  masses  or  mountains  of  the  finest  coal,  from  thirty 
to  forty  feet  thick.  Tliere  is  also  in  this  neighbourhood  a  great 
deal  of  ironstone,  and  abundance  of  limestone  at  a  reasonable  dis- 
tance. To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  quantity  of  coal  sent  to  Phila- 
delphia, I  may  state  that  the  dues  on  the  coal  transport  by  railway 
and  canal  amount  to  upwards  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou.sand 
dollars  per  annum,  and  this,  I  believe,  at  the  rate  of  about  half  a 
dollar  a  ton.  The  Schuylkill  canal  and  tho  Reading  railway  con- 
vey tho  coal  to  Philadelpliia,  from  whence  it  is  sent  coastwise  to 
tho  large  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  Union.  Besides  the  coal, 
tho  general  traffic  on  tho  railway  and  canal  from  tliis  district,  I 
understand,  is  also  daily  increasing.  Tliis  would  bo  a  fine  country 
for  enterprising  capitalists  well  acquainted  wiLli  the  iron  trade. 
It  has,  however,  one  great  drawback — the  difficulty  of  maintaining 
subordination  among  tlie  workmen;  for,  in  this  land  of  liberty, 
they  are  all  masters  and  no  men,  So  much  for  the  anthracite  coal 
operations. 
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After  ppcnding  anotlier  day  in  riiiladclphia,  I  left  for  Baltimore, 
and  returned  to  \o\v  York  by  a  ditt'orent  route,  passing  tln'ougli  the 
finest  agricultural  district  in  I^ennsylvania,  entirely  settled  at  an 
early  period  by  Dutch  farmers.  At  New  York  1  spent  a  few  days 
more  amongst  my  nmncrous  friends  and  countrymen,  visiting 
Brooklyn,  Jersey  City,  lloboken,  and  Staten  Island.  At  the  latter 
place  I  experienced  great  Jiospitality  and  attention  from  an  influ- 
ential citizen  of  Xcw  York,  one  of  the  gentlemen  wo  met  at  Cum- 
berland, who  is  proprietor  of  the  ferries  betwixt  New  York  and 
Staten  Island,  and  is  extensively  engaged  in  several  largo  and  use 
ful  undertakings  connected  with  the  city.  AVhilst  in  New  York,  I 
passed  a  happy  afternoon  with  a  townsman  of  our  own,  at  whose 
hospitable  board  I  met  several  of  the  most  talented  and  literary 
men  of  the  state,  and  amongst  them  one  in  particular,  a  gallant 
Colonel,  whoso  intellectual  and  humorous  powers  I  have  seldom 
seen  surpassed.  I  left  New  York  with  regret,  having  spent  my 
time  there  most  agreeably,  and  proceeded  up  the  Hudson  river  by 
the  elegant  new  steamer  Empire,  on  her  first  voyage,  three  hundred 
and  twenty-four  feet  long,  the  most  magnificent  vessel  of  that 
description  that  has  ever  been  built  in  the  States.  The  arrange 
ments  are  most  complete,  and  I  believe  the  sleeping  bertlis  exceed 
in  number  five  hundred. 

It  is  no  easy  matter  to  give  a  description,  or  convey  a  correct  idea 
of  this  picturesque  and  noble  river ;  it  must  bo  seen  to  form  a  pro- 
per conception  of  the  grandeur  of  the  scenery.     Tlie  mountains  at 
many  places  on  its  banks  are  upwards  of  a  thousand  feet  high,  and 
the  Catskill  Heights  in  the  back  ground  tend  much  to  enhance  the 
beauty  of  the  landscape.     Westpoint,  where  the  x\.mcricau  youths 
destined  for  a  military  life  are  educated,  presents  some  novel  and 
striking  features  of  scenery ;  and  hero  is  erected  a  monument  to 
Kosciusko.     On  the  opposite  shore  is  a  smallish  kind  of  Woolwich 
warren,  a  Government  establishment  for  casting  cannon,  «fec.     The 
steamers  make  the  voyage  from  New  York  to  Albany,  a  distance  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  generally  in  twelve  or  tliirteen 
hours;  but,  to  eujoy  the  scenery,  all  strangers  should  stop  at  Pough- 
kcepsie,  where  they  arrive  about  the  hour  for  dinner,  and  a  most 
sumptuous  one  they  will  get.     The  hotel  at  the  landing  place  is 
one  of  the  most  respectable  and  comfortable  in  tlio  United  States, 
and  the  landlord  civil  in  the  extreme.     The  town  is  beautifully 
situated  upon  an  eminence,  and  during  the  unhealthy  summer 
season,  is  greatly  resorted  to  by  the  citizens  of  New  York. 

Proceeding  up  the  river  tJie  following  day,  passed  Hyde  Park  vm\ 
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several  pretty  and  extensive  towns  anil  villages,  and  arrivotl  at 
Albany,  the  capital  of  the  state  of  New  York,  containing  a  popula- 
tion of  about  thirty-five  thousand,  and  the  oldest  settlement  in  the 
United  States,  Jlere  wo  spent  a  day  examining  the  public  build- 
ings and  visiting  the  adjacent  country,  and  then  commenced  the 
journey  westward  to  liuffalo  by  railway,  a  distance  of  nearly  four 
hundred  miles — being  the  longest  railway  lino  in  the  Union.  After 
leaving  Albany  the  country  is  sterile  and  barren  in  the  extreme, 
but  beyond  Schenectady,  a  town  about  fifteen  miles  from  Albany, 
and  containing  some  six  thousand  inhabitants,  we  passed  through  a 
splendid  agricultural  district,  extending  many  miles  along  the 
banks  of  the  Mohawk  river. 

Little  Falls,  which  takes  its  name  from  the  rapids  on  tho  river 
hero,  is  worthy  of  notice.     The  mountains  are  very  high  on  each 
side,  leaving  but  a  narrow  gorge,  through  which  pass  the  river,  tho 
canal,  and  the  railroad.     For  about  two  miles  the  canal 's  formed 
by  deep  excavations  into  the  mountain,  and  was  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  expensive  engineering  difiicultics  met  with  in  forming 
the  canal.     On  tho  arrival  of  the  train  tho  passengers  are  annoyed 
by  crowds  of  villagers  and  idle  children  surrounding  them,  and 
offering  for  sale  beautiful  native  crystals  which  arc  found  in  the 
rocks   here   in   great  abundance.      Twenty-two  miles  farther  on, 
Utica,  a  largo  and  elegant  town,  containing  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
inhabitants.     This  is  a  central  point  for  turnpikes,  railroads,  and 
canals,  which  radiate  from  it  in  all  directions.     It  is  from  this  place 
strangers  usually  proceed  to  view  the  celebrated   Trenton  Falls, 
which  our  time  did  not  permit  us  to  visit.     Syracuse  next,  the  most 
considerable  place  between  Utica  and  Rochester,  and  is  famous  for 
its  salt  springs,  the  water  from  which  is  brought  in  wooden  pipes 
from  tho  village  of  Salina,  about  one  mile  distant,  and  emptied  into 
tho  vats,  which  cover  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town 
to  tho  extent  of  nearly  four  hundred  acres.     The  salt  is  produced 
entirely  by  solar  evaporation,  and  a  great  revenue  accrues  to  tho 
State  of  New  York  from  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  those  engaged 
in  the  manufacture.     Wo  slept  at  Auburn,  where  is  the  celebrated 
State  Prison,  which  we  visited  early  next  morning.     We  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Rochester,  the  most  enterprising,  populous,  and  important 
place  in  tho  west.     Hero  are  extensive  flour  mills  and  otlior  manu- 
facturing establishments,  situated  on  tho  Gcnesco  Falls.      From 
Auburn  to  Rochester  the  scenery  is  most  picturesque  and  beautiful. 
Passing  Canandaigua — one  of  the  prettiest  towns  in  tho   States, 
•■omposod  almost  entirely  of  a  series  of  villas,  and  reminding  one  of 
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llainpstcful,  ami  tlif  iiiio  towii.s  ami  villages  in  tlif  iiciglibourliuod 
of  Lomloji — tlic  railroad  crosses  tlio  upi)or  cml  of  Cayuga  Lako  on 
a  wooden  bridge,  1  should  suppose  upwards  of  a  mile  and  a  half  long, 

Having  got  the  length  of  liochester  by  railroad,  1  felt  anxious 
to  make  a  trial  of  canal  travelling,  and  left  the  same  evening  at 
eight  o'clock,  in  one  of  the  packet  boats.  Those  conveyances, 
although  showy  and  attra(!tive  in  exterior  appearance,  have  little 
or  no  comfort  within.  Our  cabin  passengers  were  far  too  numer 
ous  for  tho  accommodation  in  the  vessel.  The  night  being  fine, 
and  clear  moonlight,  tliough  very  cold,  I  remained  on  deck  until  a 
late  hour,  when  getting  chill  and  uncomfortable,  T  felt  inclined  to 
go  below;  but  such  a  scene  presented  itself  there  as  no  one  can 
possibly  conceive!  A.  temporary  screen  was  hung  up  at  the  far  end 
of  the  main  cabin,  and  there  all  tho  female  passengers  were  stowed 
away,  while  tho  male  passengers  wero  in  the  after  part  of  tho  cabin, 
lying  on  shelves  about  eighteen  inches  apart,  and  hung  by  hooks 
from  tho  ceiling,  and  tho  tables  were  crowded  in  the  greatest  con 
fusion  with  clothes,  carpet  bags,  boots,  sliocs,  portmanteaus,  articles 
of  merchandise,  &c.  With  some  difficulty  I  scrambled  into  tho 
compartment  allotted  to  me,  but  tho  stench  and  effluvia  from  such 
a  collection  of  living  beings  can  scarcely  be  imagined.  I  slept 
none,  and  early  in  tho  morning  got  again  on  deck.  As  soon  as  all 
wero  roused,  and  the  curtain  removed  that  divided  tho  ladies  from 
tho  gentlemen,  the  breakfast  was  laid  out  in  the  same  apartment, 
without  any  attempt  at  ventillation,  and  was  accessible  to  both  cabin 
and  steerage  passengers  (there  not  being  two  tables,  and  the  living 
on  board  included  in  the  fare).  Such  a  motley  group  has  seldom 
been  seen.  In  taking  notice  of  this  mode  of  conveyance,  it  is 
merely  to  guard  my  countrymen  from  tiavelling  much  by  canal  in 
the  States. 

The  next  day  was  fine,  and  I  enjoyed  the  scenery  through  which 
we  passed — village  of  Lockport — most  stupendous  cutting,  and 
elegant  locks,  constructed  in  a  substantial  and  scientific  manner, 
and  well  worth  the  attention  of  strangers.  These  aro  the  most 
extensive  and  expensive  works  on  the  viiolc  line  of  the  canal.  On 
leaving  the  locks,  the  canal  is  cut  for  the  distance  of  three  miles 
through  the  solid  rock,  to  the  depth  of  twenty-five  feet.  There  arc 
two  principal  levels,  the  first  commencing  ten  miles  cast  of  Utica, 
and  extending  to  Syracuse,  a  distance  of  seventy  miles;  tho  other 
commencing  two  miles  east  of  Rochester,  and  extending  west  to 
Lockport,  a  distance  of  sixty  four  miles ;  the  number  of  locks  on 
the  whole  canal  is  eighty  seven.     Notwithstanding  the  extent  and 
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luagnitudo  of  this  great  uiulortakiiiir,  it  is  still  found  institticient 
for  the  aooumulatiiig  morcautilc!  traHi(;  from  the  far  west,  atul  it  is 
now  contemplated  to  liavo  double  locks  on  the  whole  lino,  and  to 
give  au  additional  width  of  thirty  feet,  and  tlu'oo  more  dojith  of 
water.  I  believe  ton  or  twelve  millions  of  dollars  will  bo  recjuired 
for,  and  a  large  sum  lias  already  been  expended  in  the  prosecution 
of,  tlicso  improvements.  Seven  miles  from  Lockport  the  canal 
enters  what  is  termed  tho  Tonawanda  Creek  or  Lake — most  beauti- 
ful scenery  for  twelve  miles  of  slack-water — then  tho  canal  again 
commences  and  runs  parallel  with  the  banks  of  Niagara  river  for 
eight  miles,  to  Black  Rock,  formerly  a  place  of  considerable  i'npor- 
tanco,  but  now  IJuffalo,  as  a  trading  station,  has  supplanted  it. 
TIcrc  tho  American  Government  is  erecting  a  strong  military  fort 
and  garrison  for  tho  protection  of  their  frontier.  l''roni  Black  Kock 
tho  canal  continues  on  three  miles,  to  Bulhilo. 

Tho  time  occupied  by  tliis  route  from  Rochester  is  twenty  hours, 
and  tho  cabin  faro  (including  breakfast  and  dinner — more  substan- 
tial than  recherche),  is  only  two  dollars  and  a  half, — so  mucli  for 
tho  spirit  of  opposition  betwixt  railways  and  canals. 

Tho  city  of  Buffalo  is  situated  at  the  outlet  of  Lake  Eric,  and  at 
tho  cfHucnce  of  tho  river  Niagara,  in  a  most  delightful  locality, 
and  containing  now  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  inliabitants.  Tho 
public  buildings  are  generally  good;  and  tho  hotels,  of  which  there 
aro  many,  are  most  extensive,  handsomely  furnished,  and  of  elegant 
architecture.  Tlio  immense  trafKc  from  the  western  waters  all 
concentrating  hero,  gives  to  the  place  a  high  degree  of  commercial 
importance.  Buffalo  is  an  elegant  town,  whicli  has  risen  within  a 
very  few  years  to  be  a  great  trading  city.  Its  has  been  much 
indebted  for  its  present  extent  to  a  wild  speculator  of  the  name  of 
Rathbun,  who  is  at  present  doing  penance  in  Auburn  Penitentiary 
for  his  many  acts  of  forgery  and  swindling — tho  means  by  which 
he  for  a  long  period  carried  on  the  improvements  of  tho  place. 
This  is  going  a-head  with  a  vengeance.  Within  the  last  half-dozcu 
years,  tho  increase  of  the  town,  as  to  buildings,  has  been  checked, 
but  it  still  seems  progressing  in  commercial  prosperity. 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  importance  of  tho  trade  of  Buffalo  with 
tho  western  states,  I  may  mention  there  arc  not  less  than  fifty 
large  steam  boats  constantly  trading  upon  Lake  Erie,  many  of  them 
literally  floating  palaces,  besides  a  vast  number  of  sailing  vessels 
and  canal  boats  of  every  description,  arriving  and  departing  daily. 

Yours,  &c. 
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(.)\  BoAiiii  THK  SovnnEiGN  Steam  Vkssul, 

liAKE  OXTAIUO. 

My  Deau 

Leaving  BuHulo  on  tlio  morning  of  tlio  8tli  June, 
proccodcd  by  steam  clown  tlic  river  Niagara.  Opposite  to  liuffalo, 
on  the  Canadian  side,  stands  the  ruins  of  Fort  ]']rio,  and  a  mile 
and  a  half  farther  down  is  Waterloo,  a  pleasant  little  village 
opposite  to  IJlaek  Rock,  where  there  is  a  regular  ferry.  Next, 
iSchlosser  Ijanding,  celebrated  as  the  spot  wlierc  the  Caroline  la} 
at  tlie  time  she  was  set  on  firo  by  the  Britishers — Navy  Island,  tho 
principal  scene  of  the  late  rebellion — Chippewa,  at  the  head  of  tho 
Rapids — Grand  Island,  on  which  there  are  large  saw-mills — Coat 
or  Iris  Island — arc  all  within  view.  Landed  at  Chi]ipewa  on  tho 
Canada  side,  and  took  coach  two  miles  and  a  half,  when  wo  arrived 
at  the  celebrated  Falls  of  Niagara,  distance  from  Buffalo  twenty- 
two  miles.  From  the  circumstance  of  there  being  a  railway  com- 
munication from  Lockportto  Niagara  village,  many  t..'ii^ellers  never 
proceed  to  Buffalo  at  all,  but  arrive  direct  at  this  village,  which  is 
on  the  American  side,  and  where  there  are  many  excellent  hotels  ; 
but  as  I  consider  the  scenei'y  from  Clifton-house,  on  the  Canadian 
shore,  to  be  mucli  superior,  I  would  strongly  recommend  my  coun- 
trymen and  all  travellers  to  rusticate  for  a  Meek  or  two  under  tho 
loof  of  this  most  comfortable  hotel ;  tho  landlord,  Mr.  Criff'en,  an 
.\merican,  is  very  civil  and  attentive  to  his  visitors. 

Having  now  got  fairly  fixed,  and  made  up  our  minds  to  spend 
a  few  days  in  this  vicinity,  we  commenced  after  dinner  to  take  a 
general  view  of  the  scenery  most  interesting  to  visitors  in  this 
delightful  district;  and  my  first  impression  on  gazing  on  the  mighty 
catara('t  was,  that  if  nothing  else  in  this  great  continent  were 
worthy  of  a  traveller's  notice,  this  magnificent  work  of  creation, 
v.liich  may  be  considered  the  wonder  of  the  world,  is  more  than 
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sufticicnt,  tt»  repay  any  man  for  crossing  tlio  Ada,  T  ,is  won 

florfnl  plifnonioiion  of  nature  cannot  bo  described;  ■  left^  I  lf*S» 
never  met  with  the  works  of  any  tourist  or  travelli  who  has  >^^ 
oceded  ill  the  attempt.  Iiidtecl,  no  laiiLfiiago  can  ci nscy  an  an '- 
«|nato  idea  of  its  stupendous  grandeur.  I  shall  therefore  nut 
approach  the  subject  in  tho  sublime  and  flowery  stylo  of  modern 
book-making,  but  shall  content  myself  witli  simply  stating  a  few 
particulars,  and  enumerating  siieli  objects  in  the  vicinity  as  are 
wortliy  of  the  stranger's  notice.  In  tho  evening  wo  took  a  stroll  by 
moonlight  to  the  Table  Kock,  which  projects  about  lifty  feet  over 
fho  gulpli  below,  and  is  a  most  commanding  point,  from  which  tho 
noble  cataract  is  seen  in  all  its  sublimity.  Hero  tlicro  is  a  circular 
flight  of  steps,  and  at  the  foot  of  this  stair  (commences  the  passag\) 
or  cave  under  tho  great  slicet  of  water,  into  whicli  visitants,  when 
equipped  in  wax-cloth  dresses,  can  approach  as  far  as  Termination 
Rock,  about  one  hundred  and  flfty  feet  under  tho  I  lorse  Shoo  Fall. 
Tho  heiglit  of  the  Great  Fall  is  about  one  hundred  and  sixty-live 
feet,  wliicli  with  tho  declivity  of  the  rapids  above  the  Falls  of  sixty 
feet,  makes  tho  wholo  descent  about  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 
The  quantity  of  water  that  flows  over  is  estimated  variously  at 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  millions  of  tons  per  hour,  or  may  be  sup- 
posed about  a  thousand  times  tho  quantity  that  passes  down  the 
Clyde  at  our  own  city. 

The  museum  is  ono  of  the  finest  I  have  seen,  and  in  point  of 
variety  and  extent,  inferior  to  few  in  America.  The  album  liero 
contains  a  record  of  the  names  of  visitors,  and  some  of  these 
occasionally  endeavour  to  express  in  it  their  feelings  of  admiration 
in  language  prompted  by  the  peculiar  impression  made  upon  them 
by  the  mighty  rush  of  waters — some  being  striking  and  appropriate, 
others  silly  and  ludicrous.  One  or  two  of  these  effusions  I  hero 
quote  for  your  amusement. 


When  people  visit  Xiajjav.i  Falls,  and  suppose  tlicy  eau  say  any  thiiifi  to 
exalt  the  inagnificcnoe  of  tlie  scene,  it  is  as  if  a  ni.an  would  hold  a  taper  to  light 
tlic  pathway  of  the  sun.  Better  possess  his  nnnd  witli  the  thought — "  Be  still 
and  know  tliat  I  am  God  who  pours  tiiesc  mighty  waters  from  the  hollow  of  my 
hand!"  I  visited  tliis  place  for  the  second  time  seventeen  years  ago.  in  com- 
pany with  .1  leanied  foreigner,  and  his  language  was — "God  is  herd— God  is 
here!" 


Whilst  tho  sublime  is,  of  course,  the  sentiment  usually  felt  and 
expressed  by  our  countrymen  and  foi'eigners  on  their  first  view  of 
this  mighty  cataract,  many  of  tho  Americans  view  the  scene  witli 
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very  (.litVcroiil  i;inotioiis,  and  don't  partake  of  siicli  ontliiisiastu. 
Thvy  arc  of  a  coMor  and  mow  matter-of-fact  temperament.  It  is 
no  uneonnnon  oecurreiifM"  at  Niagara  to  licar  a  Yankee  exclaim, 
" 'Tis  a  tarnation  line  water  jirivilege!"  or,  "  A  splendi<l  location. 
I  calcnlatol"  As  an  exaniplo  of  a  similar  niercantile  idea,  tlio 
remark  of  tho  tailor  in  the  following  impromptu  is  graplii(S  as 
illnstrating  in  a  still  more  prominent  point  of  view  tho  calculating 
propensities  of  theso  go  a-head  people: — 

A  |ivii'>t  .'Mill  liiilm'  tuoU  tlioir  wny 

'I'm  \'k'\v  Niii;.'iUM's  I''iilN,  nii(\  iliiv  : 

'I'lic  |irit'st  cxcljiiiiKMl,  wliilo  l()>t  in  Wdink'r, 

And  listcnin;;  to  tin-  cataract's  tlinndev:— 

'•  Jif)VilI  lio>v  tliy  works  amaze  oiir  eyes, 

Ami  fill  iiur  luarls  with  (.dinl  Miqiriso!" 

Tlio  tailor  nu'rcly  made  this  note, — 

"  l.onll  \vhat  a  iilace  to  spiuigc  a  contl" 

In  tho  neighbourhood  of  tho  Falls  is  a  euriou3  and  interesting 
phcnoinonon  of  a  burning  spring,  not  a  solitary  instance  in  Antcrica. 
When  a  light  is  brought  into  contact  with  tho  gas  emanating  from 
tho  spring,  combustion  instantly  takes  jdace,  and  continues  fiercely 
for  a  length  of  time.  About  three  miles  below  tho  I'alls  is  t)io 
celebrated  whirlpool,  or  ratlicr  what  might  bo  termed  a  ciu'ious 
combination  of  great  circular  currents  constantly  in  motion.  Tho 
river  at  this  point  takes  a  sudden  turn  in  tho  channel,  and  hero  tho 
stream  is  of  great  depth,  and  largo  logs  getting  into  these  eddies 
are  often  scon  wliirling  about  for  many  days.  A  story  i.s  told  of 
a  British  soldier,  who,  ■wishing  to  desert,  attempted  to  swim  tlio 
river  immediately  under  tho  great  Falls,  but  was  swept  down  by 
tho  current  and  drowned.  His  body,  in  liis  regimental  attire,  was 
seen  for  a  month  performing  wonderfid  evolutions  in  this  mysterious 
pool.  In  descending  the  very  difficult  path,  which  you  must  do  to 
have  a  proper  view  of  tlio  whirlpool,  I  came  suddenly  upon  a  largo 
snake  basking  across  the  ruggetl  way.  I  was  not  tardy  in  retracing 
my  steps,  you  may  depend  upon  it.  This  description  of  snako 
is  termed  by  tlio  Indians  tho  Massasugay,  and,  I  believe,  is  tho 
female  of  the  rattlesnake.  Its  length  could  not  be  less  than  tiireo  or 
four  feet.  This  is  tho  only  instance  of  my  having  seen  any  poisonous 
reptile  in  this  country.  The  sides  of  tho  river  hero  are  wild  and 
romantic  beyond  description,  and  tho  rapids  for  about  a  mile  above 
the  whirlpool,  are  superior  in  respect  of  scenery  to  those  above  tho 
Falls.  The  Devil's  Hole,  about  a  mile  below  the  whirli)ool,  is  also 
worthy  of  notice  for  its  romantic  scenery. 
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I  nuiy  lioro  mriition  that  mi  tlm  (.'nuailiaii  '^ido  tlu-ro  h  anothor 
good  hn  I,  ilic  I'avilioii,  from  wliirli  ym  have  a  fiiu'  panoramic 
viow,  ;u  I  immciliatrlv  ailjoiiiiiit,'  is  what  is  callcMl  tln>  i'ity  of  tho 
Falls,  wliich  city,  however,  in  only  yet  in  embryo,  being  merely  a 
few  neat  cottagOH.  This  was  another  groat  bubble  of  the  day,  but 
whethi"  duo  to  American  or  Ihitisli  tMiterprise,  I  am  unable  to 
<let(>rui.iu'.  Vi.sitod  liUndie's  Lane,  where  one  of  thu  battles  was 
fought  in  181 1,  as  also  tint  battle  ground  of  Chippewa,  both  of  which 
arc  dwelt  upon  with  great  exultation  and  pride  by  the  Americans, 
and  ;  '  considered  by  them  to  have  been  lirilliant  ju'ti.jiis.  Sp(Mit 
a  d;i  !•  two  visiting  the;  American  .side — Goat  Island — Terra|)in 
Hridgo  and  Tower,  <Vf. 

Lvft  tlie  I'^vlls  and  proceeded  to  (^ueenston,  to  got  the  steamer 
across  hake  Ontario  for  Toronto.  I'asscd  Brock's  Monument,  in  a 
most  shattered  condition.  It  was  blown  up  by  a  rotten-hcartoil 
Yank(!e  of  the  name  of  liCtt.  It  is  to  be  rebuilt,  a  large  subscrip- 
tion having  been  raised  for  the  pur])ose,  and  Legislative  aid  is  like- 
wise expected.     Having  arrived  in  tlic  city  of  Toronto,  we  received 

great  attention  from  Mr.  IJ ,  a  townsman  of  our  own,  who  is 

engaged  in  most  extensive  business,  and  by  M'hose  politeness,  and 
that  of  a  relation  of  our  family,  with  other  respected  and  influential 
friends,  were  induced  to  spend  a  couple  of  days  there.  Toronto  is 
fast  rising  in  commercial  impoi'tance,  and  is  a  handsome  city,  well 
laid  out;  the  streets  are  spacious  and  lighted  witli  gas,  and  tlio 
buildings  generally  of  very  fine  stone,  and  of  good  architectural 
taste.  Sailed  up  tlie  lake  to  Hamilton,  a  stirring  and  thriving 
place,  situated  in  the  Gore  district,  which  is  considered  one  of  tho 
finest  in  tho  colonies  for  agricultural  products,  and  is  pleasantly 
located,  as  they  say  here.  When  in  that  district  wo  visited — within 
a  range  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles — Gait,  Paris,  lirantford.  Flam- 
borough  West,  and  other  towns,  Tlic  six  nations  of  Indians  (of 
whom  tho  Mohawks  arc  tho  chief),  have  a  settlement  near  IJrant- 
ford.  Adjoining  tlie  town  of  Hamilton  is  the  elegant  mansion  of 
Dundurn,  the  seat  of  .Sir  Allan  INI' Nab.  Visited  tho  Hon.  Mr. 
Ferguson  of  Woodhill,  about  live  miles  from  1  familton,  an  early 
settler  here,  and  a  gentleman  of  much  influence,  beloved  and 
respected  by  all  around  Iiim.  iMuidns,  four  miles  from  Hamilton, 
and  connected  by  a  canal  with  the  lake,  is  a  i)retty  town,  where  are 
several  large  flour  mills  belonging  to  Mr.  i'^vart.  In  I'lamborough 
West  are  several  large  manufacturing  establishments!,  belonging  to 
the  Hon.  James  Crooks,  consisting  of  extensive  flour  mills,  brewery, 
fulling  mills,  paper  works,  saw  mills,  besides  a  large  distillery,  where 

F 


34 


good  whisky  is  maile,  wliirli,   I  bolievc,  can  be  sold  for  about  oiio 

sliilling  a  gallon. 

Returned  to  Toronto,  and  spent  another    day  seonig  the  sur- 
rounding country,  and  visiting  many  friends.     Drove  about  twelve 
miles  on  a  capital  Macadamised  road  towards  Lake  Simcoe— fine 
farms  on  each  side-aud  the  country  for  forty  miles  in  the  interior 
well  settled,  and  exhibiting  a  comfortable  appearance  in  every 

respect. 

As  I  am  now  on  my  way  towards  Montreal,  I  shall  give  you  my 
observations  on  Kingston,  Brockville,  Cornwall,  &c. 

Yours.  SiC: 


LETTKR  mOHTII. 


II 


MoNTUKAi.,  27tli  Jane,  184[{. 

Mv  Dear  — - 

t  now  proceed,  as  promised  in  my  last,  to  give  you 
a  running  commentary  on  Kingston,  Brockvillc,  Cornwall,  and  other 
towns  on  tlio  route  to  Montreal. 

On  leaving  Toronto,  the  morning  was  fine,  and  all  was  bustle  and 
confusion.     On  the  wharves  were  "  Lords  and  their  Ladies,"  exqui- 
sites in  the  commercial  as  well  as  in  tlic  military  walks  attending 
the  fair  dames;  and,  in  fact,  the  elite  of  the  Western  Canadas,  all 
on  the  ijui  rAve,  and  hieing  to  Kingston  to  attend  by  special  invita- 
tion a  ball  in  honour  of  Her  Majesty's  birth-day,  to  be  given  by 
Sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  the  Governor-General.     Such  an  event  is,  in 
Canadian  life,  important  as  a  drawing-room  at  St.  James'!     Our 
steamer,  like  all  the  others  on  Lake  Ontario,  was  a  superb  vessel, 
under  the  charge  of  an  intelligent  and  gentlemanly  commander : 
and  after  a  pleasant  passage  we  arrived  at  Kingston  next  morning, 
a  distance  of  nearly  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  having  been 
sumptuously  entertained--dinner,  .Vc.  included  in  the  fare  of  three 
dollars.     We  had  Toronto  in  sight  for  several  miles.    The  day  being 
very  clear,  the  spray  arising  from  the  great  Niagara  could  bo 
observed  across  the  lake,  although  at  a  distance  of  nearly  fifty  miles. 
We  passed  Port  Hope  (about  sixty  miles  below  Toronto),  beauti 
fully  situated,  with  great  water  privileges;  next,  the  county  town 
Cobourg,  a  very  pretty  place,  with  a  fine  academy  called  Victoria 
College,  erected  by  the  Methodist  connexion.     In  tlic  neighbourhood 
of  Cobourg,  a  fine  plank-road,  connecting  it  with  Rice  T-ake,  is  now 
constructing.     Port  Hope,  in  the  Newcastle  district,  is  one  of  tho 
most  thriving  of  the  smaller  towns  in  the  province,  and  near  it  tho 
river  Trent  finds  its  way  into  the  bay  of  Quinte ;  and  a  plan  has  been 
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])roposcd  for  oft'ectiiig  an  iiiland  navigation  from  that  rivor  to  Lake 
Huron,  by  Rice  Jjako,  liake  Sinicoc,  and  Georgian  liay,  a  work 
wliicli,  when  complotcd,  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  this  district, 
and  supersede  the  present  very  circuitous  route  by  Detroit  and  Lake 
St.  Clair.  On  arriving  at  Kingston  we  proceeded  to  Daly's  hotel, 
a  very  comfortable  house,  and  after  breakfast  took  a  ramble  througli 
the  town.  Since  Kingston  was  selected  as  the  seat  of  Government, 
great  improvements  have  taken  place.  jSIany  new  buildings  arc  in 
progress,  and  on  the  site  of  tlic  late  great  fire  an  extensive  range  of 
public  markets  and  elegant  sliops  are  erecting,  of  very  fine  granite 
masonry,  winch,  when,  finished  will  give  a  splendid  appearance  to 
this  part  of  the  city.  Kingston,  though  beautifully  situated,  is  not 
equal  to  Toronto  in  appearance,  nor  of  such  importance  as  a  trad- 
ing station,  neither  is  the  country  adjacent  so  well  adapted  for 
agriculture.  These  natural  disadvantages  might,  however,  be 
obviated  in  a  considerable  degree  by  the  beneficial  influence  of 
Government  patronage.  But  a  strong  feeling  exists  for  the  removal 
of  the  seat  of  Government  to  Montreal,  which,  if  accomplished, 
must  severely  injure  the  place.  Having  spent  the  morning  in  per- 
ambulating the  town,  I  called  on  Mr.  JNI'Lean,  a  nephew  of  our 
friend  the  judge,  who  accompanied  me  to  the  Government-house, 
about  two  miles  distant,  where  1  had  an  audience  of  Sir  Charles 
Metcalfe,  a  most  agreeable  person,  of  dignified  and  affable  deport- 
ment, and  who,  on  my  taking  leave,  politely  invited  me  to  attend 
the  Birth-day  Ball  in  the  evening. 

The  afternoon  we  spent  in  visiting  the  Rideau  Canal,  at  its 
junction  with  the  river,  about  nine  miles  from  town.  The  country 
through  which  we  passed  was  most  picturesque ;  and,  on  arriving  at 
the  canal,  I  was  much  struck  witli  tlie  very  substantial  and  superior 
workmanship  of  the  locks.  This  undertaking  is  certainly  one  of 
the  greatest  in  the  Canadas ;  and,  to  persons  acquainted  with  the 
nature  and  local  situation  of  the  country,  the  benefits  arising 
from  it  must  be  very  obvious.  On  returning  in  the  evening,  I 
went  to  the  ball.  Tlic  company  consisted  of  about  two  hundred 
and  fifty  persons,  principally  connected  with  the  Government,  the 
attaches,  secretaries,  aides-de-camp,  judges,  attorneys-general,  solici- 
tors-general, and  all  the  other  ct  cetera  of  a  court  retiiuic.  Mili- 
tary bands  were  in  attendance,  and  dancing  was  kept  up  till  a  lato 
hour  with  great  spirit.  Sir  Charles  Metcalfe,  during  the  wholo 
evening,  was  most  polite  and  attentive  to  all.  lie  is  a  fine-looking 
English  gentleman,  rather  robust  in  person,  and,  wearing  his  orders 
and  star,  had  a  very  graceful  and  dignified  appearance. 
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Left  Kingston  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  in  a 
very  superior  and  elegant  steam  vessel.  The  bay  opposite  the 
town  is  beautifully  picturesque,  and  the  scenery  on  all  points,  for 
about  twenty  miles  towards  the  end  of  Lake  Ontario,  is  truly  mag- 
nificent. On  coming  out  of  the  bay  we  passed  the  Navy-yard,  and 
on  the  heights  upon  the  left,  Fort- Henry,  a  very  strong  place, 
inferior  only  to  Quebec.  Here  the  prisoners  were  confined  that 
were  engaged  in  the  rebolliou.  Our  first  landing  was  at  Ganano<iue, 
where  we  delivered  and  received  a  mail-bag,  and  took  in  wood. 
This  is  a  very  poor  place,  with  little  trade,  and  is  only  important 
from  its  extensive  flour  mills.  We  then  entered  what  is  termed 
the  River  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lake  of  the  Tliousand  Islands. 
This  last  appellation,  however,  is  a  mere  figure  of  speech ;  for  it  has 
been  ascertained  tliat  tlio  number  is  upwards  of  fifteen  hundred, 
and  all  within  the  distance  of  forty  miles.  It  is  scarcely  possible 
to  give  any  description  of  the  fine  scenery  amongst  these  seemingly 
interminable  groups  of  islands.  Few  of  them  arc  inhabited,  and 
the  greater  proportion  belong  to  Britain,  the  lake  being  more 
thickly  studded  with  them  towards  the  Canada  side.  The  Ameri- 
can side  of  the  lake  and  river,  as  far  as  Brockville,  is  much  superior 
in  appearance  and  better  cleared  than  on  the  Canadian  shore. 

At  one  o'clock  we  arrived  at  Brockville,  situated  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Thousand  Islands,  and  sixty  miles  from  Kingston.  Brockville  is, 
I  think,  the  prettiest  town  in  all  the  Cauadas — the  streets  running 
at  right  angles,  adorned  with  trees  along  the  side  walks,  and  the 
houses  regularly  built,  mostly  of  stone.  The  population  is  not 
great,  but  is  gradually  increasing.  There  are  no  less  than  five 
churches,  all  elegant  stonu  structures.  The  new  court-house  at 
present  crectinj.  of  dark  blueish  limestone,  promises  to  be  a  hand- 
some building.  There  arc  many  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  pro- 
vince resident  here.  On  the  height  behind  the  town  is  pleasantly 
situated  tlie  villa  of  I'^lderslio,  tlie  scat  of  the  Hon.  William  Morris, 
a  native  of  Ayrshire,  a  gentleman  who  has  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try deeply  at  heart.  He  has  taken  a  very  prominent  part  in  the 
Legislature  of  the  province  for  many  years,  and  to  him  the  Scottish 
church  in  Canada  is  much  indebted.  His  brother,  Mr.  James 
Morris,  a  banker  and  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  also 
resides  here.  The  <'ouutiy  fur  si.'venty-fivc  miles  in  the  rear  of 
Brockville  is  well  settled,  beautifully  luidulatiug,  and  well  watered 
witli  streams  and  many  romantic  little  lakes.  The  farms  in  thi,> 
vicinitv  are  u'cucrallv  ui  exrell"nt  order:  but  that  of  Mr.  Freeland, 
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about  three  miles  from  town,  is  sufficient  to  oonvuicc  any  one  of 
tlio  fertility  of  the  land  in  this  part  of  Canada.  The  excellcnco  of 
the  soil,  and  the  mode  of  cultivation,  could  not  bo  surpassed  in  the 
luxuriant  districts  ot  the  liOthians;  and,  indeed,  tho  character  of 
the  proprietor  as  an  agriculturist  is  known  all  over  the  country. 

Next  day  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock  we  left  Brockville.  In  passing 
along,  tho  many  pleasant  villas  and  large  farms.  ])articularly  that  of 
Mr.  Froeland,  and  one  possessed  by  the  late  Mr.  Longley,  have  a  fine 
appearance  from  tho  water.  Prescott,  formerly  a  great  forwarding 
station,  is  now  almost  deserted,  and  a  very  miserable-looking  town, 
while  Ogdensburg,  immediately  opposite  on  tho  American  side,  is  a 
clean-looking  place,  and  of  considerable  trade — another  contrast 
much  in  favour  of  the  Americans.  This  is  tho  only  point  the 
St.  Lawrence  steamers  touch  at  on  the  American  shore  betwixt 
Kingston  and  Montreal. 

Wo  soon  entered  tho  (jialoup  Rapids,  and  after  passing  several 
smaller  curi'cnts,  and  through  scenery  of  the  most  imposing  and 
interesting  kind,  arrived  at  Dickenson's  Landing,  immediately 
above  the  Long  Sault  Rapids.  At  this  time  the  canal  was  under 
repair,  and  we  had  consequently  to  take  a  coach  for  twelve  miles, 
to  Cornwall,  over  the  worst  road,  I  believe,  in  all  North  America. 
Arrived  at  Cornwall  in  the  evening  about  ten  o'clock,  distance  from 
Brockville  about  eighty  miles.  Cornwall  is  a  shabby-looking  town, 
and  not  likely  soon  to  improve.  It  is  something  like  Washington, 
a  place  of  magnificent  distances — an  error  vci*y  often  committed  in 
laying  out  towns  in  America,  tho  desire  to  have  building  lots  large 
(tlie  ground  being  cheap),  preventing  regularity  in  their  streets  and 
buildings.  The  following  day  visited  the  country  around  Cornwall, 
which  is  very  far  behind  in  agricultural  improvement.  To  appear- 
ance tlie  soil  is  very  poor,  while  but  little  of  the  land  is  cleared.  In 
our  progress  we  inspected  also  the  beautiful  and  stupendous 
masonry  of  the  black  marble  locks  on  the  St.  Lawrence  Canal,  con- 
structed for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  Long  Sault  Kaj)ids,  below 
Dickenson's  Landing.  The  canal  is  about  twelve  miles  long,  of 
great  breadtli,  and  capable  of  receiving  vessels  of  large  tonnage. 
It  is  estimated  to  have  cost  four  hundred  thousand  pounds.  Having 
left  Cornwall  at  ten  o'clock,  r.  m.,  per  Highlander  steamer,  and 
reached  Coteau  du  Lac,  a  distance  of  forty-one  miles,  about  four, 
A.  M.,  we  took  coach  for  fifteen  miles  to  the  Cascades,  near  wliich 
the  Ottawa  joins  the  St.  Lawrence;  and  from  thence,  by  steam, 
fourteen  miles,  to  Lachinc  village.  Taking  coach  again,  we  were 
carried  over  a  very  superior  Macadamized  roarl  for  a  distance  of 
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iiino  miles,  and  arrived  at  this  place,  the  commercial  capital  of 
tho  Canada?,  in  timo  for  breakfast.  There  is  at  present  a  line  of 
small  high-pressure  steamers,  called  puffers,  that  descend  tho  rapids 
tho  whole  distance,  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  from  Kingston 
to  Montreal,  but  in  these  I  did  not  choose  to  venture.  These 
steamers  return  by  tho  llidcau  canal,  as  no  steam  power  could  stem 
tho  strong  currents  of  tho  St.  Lawrence, 

In  my  next  I  shall  give  you  an  account  of  Montreal  and  its 
vicinity.  Tho  impression  on  my  mind,  considering  the  little  1 
have  seen,  is  very  favourable  as  regards  this  city;  and,  as  has  been 
my  usual  experience  in  Canada,  I  am  receiving  much  civility  from 
my  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Yours,  &c, 
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I.KTTER  NINTH. 


MoNTitEAL,  27th  June,  1843. 


My  Di;ar 

I  liave  now  been  upwards  of  a  week  in  this  vcrv 
bustling  capital  of  British  Xorth  America.  It  is  a  place  of  great 
enterprise,  and  of  much  importance.  It  is  locally  situated  in  what 
was  the  province  of  Lower  Canada;  but  from  the  increasing 
wealth  and  prosperity  of  what  is  now  termed  Canada  West,  it  depends 
more  on  that  district  than  upon  any  intercourse  with  tho  Eastern 
settlements  for  its  rapidly  rising  ])rosperity  as  a  place  of  trade. 
Eastern  or  Lower  Canada,  generally,  is  a  miserable  atid  poor  dis- 
trict of  country,  chiefly  inhabited  by  tho  descendants  of  the  original 
French  Catholic  settlors.  The  hahitans,  as  they  are  called,  are  far 
from  being  a  stirring  or  improving  race,  and  refuse  to  adopt  tho 
most  obvious  improvements  in  modern  liusbandry.  In  fact,  they  aro 
a  class  totally  devoid  of  that  enterprise  which  so  distinguishes  tho 
British  colonists  of  the  upper  country.  The  soil  is,  I  believe  from 
bad  farming,  annually  becoming  more  and  more  unproductive;  so 
much  so,  that  though  formerly  wheat  was  an  article  of  export  to  a 
great  extent.  Lower  Canada  now  scarcely  raises  sufficient  to  main- 
tain its  own  population. 

The  island  of  Montreal,  on  whicli  the  town  is  situated,  lies  three 
hundred  and  ninety-three  miles  north  of  New  York,  two  hundred 
and  eighty  nortli  of  Boston,  from  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Ontario 
two  hundred  miles,  and  five  hundred  miles  from  the  mouth  of  tho 
noble  Kivor  St.  Lawrence.  It  is  about  forty  miles  in  length  by 
ten  in  breadth,  exceedingly  fertile,  and  beautifully  diversified  with 
delightfid  scenery.  Indeed,  the  view  from  several  parts  of  tho 
mountain  behind  the  town  is  scarcely  to  be  eiiualled  in  any  part  of 
tho  world.  The  soil  is  very  productive,  and  so  well  suited  for  tho 
growth  of  fruit-trees,  that  this  island  has  been  styled  the  garden  of 
Canada. 


[I 


41 


TIic  city  strctclics  along  tho  slioro  of  tlio  magnificent  St.  liawrcnco 
for  aliont  two  niilos.  I'^i-onting  ilio  town,  on  the  cast  f^ido  of  tho 
river,  stands  tlio  Island  of  St.  irclt'n.«,  belonging'  to  Government, 
on  wliicli  artillery  barracks  arc  orootcd.  Tlic  opposite  shore  ia 
picturesque,  abounding  in  pretty  villages  and  pleasant  villas,  and 
tho  view  up  and  down  the  river,  including  Nun's  Island  and  several 
others,  is  most  interesting. 

On  approaching  the  town  by  tho  Lachino  road,  tho  prospect  is 
really  beautiful.  The  principal  object,  standing  conspicuous  above 
the  buildin,i,'s  by  Avliich  it  is  surrounded,  is  tho  stupendous  Catholic 
Cathedral,  wliich,  with  tho  spires  of  the  many  other  churches  and 
chapels,  gives  tho  stranger  a  very  favourable  impressiou  of  tho  city 
ho  is  about  to  enter, 

Montreal  now  contains  about  fifty  thousand  inhabitants,  and  tho 
streets  in  tho  old  part  of  tho  city,  liko  all  French  towns,  arc  rather 
narrow;  but  since  the  municipal  corporation  was  established,  a  few 
years  ago,  a  great  many  improvements  havo  taken  place,  and  tho 
new  streets  and  squares  are  elegant  and  spacious.  The  warehouses 
and  wharves  are  scarcely  to  bo  excelled  cither  in  structure  or  in 
accommodation.  There  aro  no  docks.  The  vessels  lie  alongside 
of  the  quays  in  the  stream,  and  ride  perfectly  safe.  The  principal 
export  trade  of  tho  port  is  in  lumber,  flour,  ashes,  and  provisions. 
Montreal  is  pretty  well  supplied  with  water,  and  as  tlio  corporation 
is  about  to  take  the  water  works  under  their  superintendence  anil 
control,  tlio  advantages  of  a  still  better  sui)ply  may  bo  anticii)ated. 
.CjO,000  is  to  be  paid  to  the  proprietor,  Mr.  !Moses  Hayes,  but  tho 
money  will  be  well  laid  out,  considering  the  great  boon  it  will 
secure  the  inhabitants.  Indeed,  it  would  be  better,  in  my  opinion, 
if  largo  corporations  could  in  all  cases  undertake  tho  management 
of  such  trusts  as  water,  gas,  ifcc. 

I  deem  it  tpiito  unnecessary  to  enter  into  any  statistical  detail  of 
the  trade  or  capabilities  of  these  colonics,  as  that  information  is 
within  tho  reach  of  every  inquirer;  yet  I  believe  there  are  many, 
participating  with  advantage  in  tho  commerce  of  tho  country,  who 
have  paid  very  little  attention  to  the  subject,  and  are  wofully  ignorant 
of  the  history,  resources,  or  ]-reseut  political  position  of  JJritish 
North  America.  It  U  a  pity  that  so  few  of  our  countrymen  avail 
themselves  of  tho  many  opportunities  they  now  havo  of  visiting  thesr 
provinces,  and  making  themselves  acipiaintcd  with  these  subjects, 
i  feci  coulident,  if  a  greater  intercourse  could  bo  fostered  between 
the  mother  country  and  tho  North  American  Colonies,  much  good 
might  result  to  both.     In  general,  little  or  nothing  is  known  af 
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home,  by  tlio  great  mass  of  tlic  populatioi),  of  wliat  this  Wuo  i^ountry 
i.s,  or  what  it  might  ultimately  bo  mailo,  if  a  proper  system  of 
emigration  were  commenced  and  carried  on  upon  an  extensive 
scale.  The  Canada  Company  liaviiig  faile(l  to  realise,  in  tlieir 
arrangements  witli  S(!ttlers,  any  thing  like  wli;it  was  expected  of 
them,  our  Government  ought  innnediately  to  examine  and  carry 
out  tho  schemes  of  amelioration  proposed  by  that  great  statesman, 
now  deceased,  Lord  Sydenham.  If  these  be  at  once  and  fully  put 
into  operation,  the  better  will  it  bo  for  the  Canadas,  and  I  tliink 
also  for  Great  I'ritain.  In  alluding  to  tlio  ignorance  which  in 
many  cases  prevails  at  liome  regarding  this  province,  1  may  men- 
tion an  instance  which  recently  occurred,  and  was  told  mo  by  a 
most  respectable  merchant  here.  A  mercantile  liouse  in  London 
having  occasion  to  forward  a  power  of  attorney  for  tho  recovery 
of  claims  in  Canada,  stated  to  their  correspondent  that,  before  the 
departure  of  tlie  next  mail  steamer,  they  would  mako  interest  at  tho 
Foreign-office  to  procure  and  forward  a  recommendation  to  tho 
British  Consul  at  Montreal  to  render  every  aid  in  his  power  to  tho 
attorney  in  recovering  tho  claims !  This  I  thouglit  at  tho  time  a 
happy  illustration  of  the  prevailing  ignorance  at  homo  of  every 
thing  connected  with  Canadian  affairs. 

The  first  two  or  three  days  tliat  I  spent  in  this  city,  were  cm- 
ployed  in  calling  upon  many  private  friends  and  business  con- 
nexions, and  I  assure  you  I  felt  gratified  by  the  great  attention 
shown  me.  It  gives  mo  much  pleasure  to  state  that  a  more  hospi- 
table and  friendly  set  of  people  is  nowhere  to  bo  met  with — kind  to 
a  fault,  and  every  one  more  eager  than  another  in  tendering  their 

civilities.     To  our  friend  ]Mr.  S I  owe  much.     His  unfailing 

politeness  to  mc  personally,  and  his  sound  advice  on  mercantile 
subjects  were  freely  oftcred,  and  of  considerable  benefit.  To  many 
others  I  am  equally  indebted.  Indeed,  it  is  characteristic  of  tho 
people,  not  only  in  this  city,  but  uniformly  throughout  the  Canadas, 
to  show  the  greatest  attention  to  strangers.  A  day  or  two  more 
was  devoted  to  visiting  the  surrounding  country,  in  company  with 
attentive  friends,  who  introduced  me  to  several  of  our  countrymen. 
Amongst  the  many  Glasgow  friends  I  expected  to  meet  in  Mon- 
treal was  the  editor  of  the  Montreal  Herald,  tho  son  of  my  old 
friend  Mr.  Weir,  but  who,  I  was  sorry  to  learn,  had  died  a  few 
days  previous  to  my  arrival.  I  was  happy  to  find  his  talents  highly 
appreciated  by  his  townsmen,  and  that  a  public  subscription  was 
on  foot  foi-  tlio  erection  of  a  monument  to  his  memory. 

I  accompanied  a  friend   on  his  way  to  Boston,  as  far  as  I;ako 
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Cliamplaiii,  wliioli    I   lia<l  not  previously  visited,  having  entered 
Canada  from  the  States  by  a  ditt'ercnt  route  from  what  ttturists 
generally  take.     Wo  embarked  in  a  fiiu;  steamer  for   lia  Prairie, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  St.  liawrenco,  and  distant  from  Montreal 
about  nine  miles;  from  thence  by  an  excellent  railroad,  thirteen 
miles,  to   St.  John's — a  .small  town  situated  at  the  lower  end  of 
liako  Champlain.     After  having  .stopped  a  couple  of  hours,  and 
(lined  at  a  very  poor  inn,  we  went  on  board  the  IJiirlington,  one  of 
the   most   splendid  and  conmiodious  steam  vessels  belonging  to 
tho  States.     The  style  of  furnishing  and  general  good  taste  dis- 
played in  every  department,  are  attributable  to  tlie  management 
of  the  commander.  Captain  Sherman,  a  i)crson  of  easy  and  gentle- 
manly deportment,  and  most  polite  and  attentive  to  all.      Tho 
interior  decorations  are  so  truly  splendid  tliat  you  might  fancy  your- 
self in  tlie  drawing-room  of  a  ducal  palace.     The  cleanliness  of  tho 
vessel,  and  the  whole  arrangements,  are  tho  admiration  of  all  stran- 
gers.   There  is  no  unpleasant  shouting  or  noise.    All  orders  are  given 
by  bell  signals  from  tlie  officers  on  deck;  no  bawling  to  the  engineer, 
"  .stoj)  her,"  "  turn  a-ficad,"  "  fira  hack  i<froh:<,"  and  such  vulgar  ex- 
pressions as  you  hoar  on  board  many  of  our  steamers  on  the  Clyde. 
I  should  like  miudi  to  see  some  of  our  skippera  set  tlio  ex  ui'ple, 
and  adopt  this  system  of  management;  it  would  certainly  be  pre- 
ferable to  the  jargon  in  whicli  tliey  generally  give  their  directions. 
Every  thing  on  board  is  like  clockwork,  and  tho  expert  manner  in 
which  passengers  are  landed  and  taken  on  board  is  truly  surprising. 
Tho  men  arc  all  trained  to  particular  duties — every  oi'.e  at  his  post 
— and  tho  discipline  equal  to  tliat  on  board  of  a  ship  of  war.     Tho 
arrangements  at  meals  are  excellent,  and  the  greatest  attention  paid 
to  the  passengers  by  the  stewards,  wlio  are  numerous,  and  all  dressed 
in  neat,  clean,  fancy  uniforms.     Captain  Sherman  and  liis  vessel 
are  known  in  every  quarter  of  the  I'nion,  as  well  as  in  tlio  Canadas. 
Xow  fairly  embarked  on  this  romantic  lake,  wc  shortly  passed 
Isle  aux  Xoix,  fourteen  miles  from  St.  John's,  a  strong  military  and 
naval  post,  in  possession  of  the  English,  aiul  wliere  troops  are  still 
kept.     Passing  Rouse's  Point,  we  entered  tlie  American  territory, 
which  extends  here  on  both  sides  of  the  lake.     Twenty-three  miles 
farther  is  Plattsburg,  in  the  state  of  Xew  York,  (where  our  country- 
men experienced  a  stupid  defeat  during  the  last  war,  from  the  im- 
becility of  Sir  George  Provost,  the  officer  in  command,)  containing 
about  tlu'ce  thousand  inhabitants,  court-liouses,  and  county  jail. 
Fifteen  miles  farther  is  Port  Kent,  a  small  village  pleasantly  situ- 
ated on  the  same  side  of  the  lake.     Ten  miles  onward  is  l>urlington, 
on  tho  opposite  shore  or  east  side,  in  the  state  of  Vermont.     The 
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steam  vessel  stops  lioro  for  nln>ut  an  lidiir.  wnilini,'  llio  iirrivul  dI 
tlio  Olio  from  AVhitcliiill,  coinniaiulL'd  hy  ('a]i(aiii  l-voii,  wlio  is  in 
no  way  (.leficioiit,  in  those  ^'eiUlenianJj  acconipli'-lnncMits  (or  wliicli 
his  colleague  is  so  j'ustly  eelobvated,  I'assrngor.s  not  wishing  to 
go  farther  up  the  lake  eaii  return  by  tliis  vessol,  and  again  be  in 
St.  .fohn's  next  nioniiiig  at  seven  o"cloelc.  Had  luy  time  jimnitted, 
I  sliould  liavc  traversed  the  entire  length  of  the  lake  to  Whitehall,  as 
I  am  informed  tlio  scenery  at  the  u]>per  end  is  very  fine,  thoiigli  not 
equal  by  any  means  to  what  is])assed  from  St.  John's  to  l?urlington. 
The  situation  of  IJurlington  is  most  delightful,  on  a  gcntlo  acclivity, 
rising  gradually  from  the  lake.  Tlic  public  buildings  generally 
aro  good,  and  tho  university  of  Vermont,  on  the  suininit  of  tlie  high 
ground,  comniaiuls  a  splendid  view  of  the  lake.  Tlierc  aro  f^everal 
elegant  and  large  hotel;^,  and  tlie  town  contains  about  three  thou- 
sand iidiabitaiits.  I  went  back  with  Captain  Lyon,  from  wliom  I 
received  much  attention,  and  arrived  at  St.  Jolin'.s  about  seven 
tlio  following  morning. 

I  now  thought  of  returning  to  Montreal  by  a  dilForent  route,  and 
having  hired  a  private  conveyance,  proceeded  to  Chambly,  along 
tlio  banks  of  the  canal,  whicli  runs  nearly  i)arallel  with  tho  river 
liicliclieu,  through  a  tolerably  good  agricultural  country,  nearly 
all  iiiliabited  by  small  farmers,  p>riiicii)ally  French  < 'anadians. 
Ivoaclied  Chambly,  twelve  miles  from  St.  John's,  a  very  pleasant 
village,  at  whicli  there  is  daily  steam  navigation  to  Montreal, 
tliough  very  circuitous.  This  is  an  important  military  station, 
there  being  usually  here  a  considerable  body  of  infantry,  besides  a 
troop  or  two  of  cavalry;  it  has  also  the  advantage  of  excellent 
barracks,  and  enclosed  ground  for  exercising  the  troops.  The 
scenery  is  very  fine,  and  the  road  through  tlie  fiats  to  Longueuil, 
fifteen  miles,  is  one  of  the  best  in  all  the  Canadas.  The  farming  is 
pretty  good,  but  the  population,  nearly  all  French,  partakes  much 
of  that  apathy  and  indifference  to  improvements  that  characterise 
tho  hahitans  of  the  lower  province.  Arrived  at  Longueuil,  where  I 
took  the  steam  ferry  boat,  and  was  landed  about  a  mile  below  Mon- 
treal, arriving  iu  time  for  dinner,  much  delighted  with  my  two 
days'  excursion. 

In  two  or  three  days  I  shall  take  my  farewell  of  this  fine  city, 
leave  witli  regret  my  many  friends,  and  make  tlie  best  of  my  way  to 
catch  the  good  sliip  Iliberiiia  at  Halifax.  I  will  write  you  from 
Quebec  any  remarks  1  may  have  to  make  on  that  city,  and  Mill 
there  tell  you  what  route  1  purpose  taking  to  Xova  Scotia.  So, 
adieu ;  expecting  to  reach  lioinc  by  tho  beginning  of  August. 

Yours,  itc 
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QuEliKC,  T'h  .Inhi,  ISi;}. 

Mv  Deai!  

Arrnii  onjo)ing  mvsdf  upwards  of  ten  dnys  in 

Montreal.  1  left  that  delightful  city  with  great  regret,  fur   i  never 

spent   my  time   in   a  more   agreeable    niainicr— the  attention    I 

received  from  all  partit.'s  being  truly  unprecedented. 

(  hi  the  evening  of  the  3d  .Inly,  .several  of  my  friends  accompanied 

mc  on  board  the  splendid  f^tcamer  Montreal,  a  large  vessel  of  groat 

power,  commanded  by  C.iptaia   Armstrong,  a  gentleman  of  good 

address.     The  steamers  on  tliis  lino  arc  principally  owned  by  a  few 

of  the  leading  mercliants  in  the  city,  and  nre  not  to  be  excidled 

in  point  of  accommodation  and  speed  by  any  on  the  l.akes.     Left 

at  six,  P.M.     The  distance  from  Montreal  to  (Quebec  is  ono  hundred 

and   eighty  miles,  and  the  voyage  is  usually  performed  in  from 

ten  to  twelve  hours.     As  the  trip  is  mostly  by  night,  much  of  tlio 

pleasure  is  lost  to  strangers,  and   but  little  opportunity  afforded 

of  witnessing  the  face  of  the  country  along  the  shores  of  tlic  great 

St.  Fiawrence. 

The  view  on  leaving  Montrc.nl,  for  many  miles  on  either  side  ot 
the  river,  is  beautiful.  The  strong  fortifications  and  barracks  on  the 
Island  of  St.  Helens  have  a  commanding  appearance.  About  ten 
miles  on  the  south  side  wo  passed  the  village  of  Boucherville,  where 
the  -reat  fire  a  few  days  previous  had  completely  destroyed  nearly 
the  wbolc  town.  It  is  supposed  to  have  originated  from  the  burn- 
incr  flakes  of  wood  from  the  funnel  of  a  steam  boat.  This  is  likely 
for  a  time  to  occupy  the  gentlemen  of  the  long  robe,  as  tlie  insu- 
rance companies  have  threatened  legal  proceedings  against  the 
principal  owner  of  the  steamer.  Tlie  scenery  here  for  several  miles, 
and,  indeed,  all  the  way  to  1  .ake  St.  Peter,  is  very  fine.  About  n. no 
o'clo.d.  we  stopped  at  Sorel,  at  tlie  junction  of  tlie  river  KicUelieu 
with  the  St.  I.awrencc,  landed  a  great  many  passengers,  and  took 
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in  wood.  Sort'l  is  n.  niiiitary  jxi'^t,  at  \vlii(!li  >oino  oompaiiit's  of  tlio 
ri.st  Kegimont  are  statioiicil.  I^Hscd  'I'lncc  UivorM,  tlio  capital  vt' 
tlio  district,  n  small  town  midway  between  <,Miel>ee  and  Montreal. 
There  are  valualde  iron  works,  belonuint^  totlie  lion.  Mr.  Hell,  ,m)uU! 
di».tanee  from  tlio  town.  TIk;  iron  i'^  of  e.xcellent  (|iiality,  and  the 
-toves  and  otlier  similar  artiides  mannfaetnred  fi'om  it,  are  snperior 
and  preferred  l)j  tliu  inhabitants  to  those  imported.  'I'lieso  works 
arc  held  by  lease  from  (Jovernment.  Next  morning,  by  break  of 
day,  tiie  heights  of  the  magnificent  fortress  of  (^uebce  were  in  view 
for  about  si.\  miles.  The  elVrct  j»rodiK;e(l  on  the  mind  on  n|)]troa<'h 
ing  tii(?  city  cannot  be  well  tloscribed.  The  river  begins  to  e.xpand 
to  a  great  width,  and  the  nnmoron.s  and  very  extensive  timber 
e.ovcs  in  view,  gives  to  the  stranger  a  most  favourable  idea  of  tlie 
great  importance  of  (^)iiebecas  a  shipping  port,  and  conveys  at  once 
to  the  mind  the  value  of  the  timber  trade  to  the  shipping  interests 
of  (jireat  IJritain. 

Landed  early  in  the  morning,  and  proceeded  to  Payne's  liotel,  in 
tlie  upper  town,  wliere  I  enjoyed  a  comfortable  breakfast.  Calleil 
ou  .several  of  my  fellow-pas.scngers  on  board  the  llibernia;  after- 
wards, accom])anied  by  a  gentleman  to  wlioin  1  liad  a  letter  from 
his  brother  in  Montreal,  iirocnred  a  carriage  to  visit  tlie  h'alls  of 
Montmorency,  which  are  very  ])icturos(pie,  and  inspected  the  .saw 
mills  of  Mr.  I'aterson,  in  the  neighbourhood,  one  of  tho  largest 
establishments  of  the  kind  in  tlie  rroviuce,  and  well  worth  a 
stranger's  notice.  The  .'^cencryon  tho  road,  both  going  and  return- 
ing, is  very  tine.  Next  day  took  an  excursion  on  tiie  St.  Foy  road 
overlooking  the  St.  Charles  river.  Mucli  delighted  with  the  taste 
so  conspicuously  apparent  in  the  stylo  of  the  villas,  particularly 
that  of  Mr.  Gibb,  where  1  dined  and  spent  a  pleasant  afternoon. 
On  the  forenoon  of  that  day,  visited  the  Indian  village — a  complete 
humbug,  and  not  worth  the  trouble  of  going  to  see.  The  roads  to 
it  arc  most  execrable. 

The  view  from  the  citadel  or  Capo  Diamond  is  enchanting, 
and  tho  environs  of  (Quebec  abound  in  tlie  most  romantic  and 
charming  scenery,  certainly  not  erpuiUcd  in  all  tho  Canada.s.  The 
towns  and  villages,  the  surrounding  mountains,  the  St.  liawrence, 
and  the  St.  Charles,  with  the  Island  of  Orleans  between  the  shores, 
form  the  most  magnificent  view  I  ever  beheld;  ind(.'od,  the  boa.stf-d 
Bay  of  Naples  will  not  gain  much  in  the  comi)arisou.  The  w.alk 
along  the  ramparts,  the  view  from  the  top  of  tho  .signal  house,  tlie 
river  up  and  down,  the  cliain  of  mountains  extending  to  Cape  Tour- 
nent  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  the  smaller  group  of  hills 
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fctniiiiiu"  til''  pnrfjil  tn  tlio  wilrliTiicsH  (jxtoiidiiij,' towiinls  lliul^toii's 
May.  lonii-i  ii  splcinliil  panorama.  Towards  sunset  tlio  viow  is 
|)avfi('iil;irly  plcnsinn'.  <  JIUtciiiiiLr  in  tlic  ili>tanrt,'  is  tlic  rivor 
tSt.  Cliarlrs,  \vlii(;li  falls  info  the  St,  F<a\vrcii<'(;  atljoiiiiii'j;  tliu  tnwii; 
and  Llic  wliolo  district  ol'  couiitiy  in  this  direction  is  nio-^t  pictur- 
c.s(iuo.  Tho  many  lu-antifnl  and  thickly  studded  gentlcmon's  villas 
ovorlookinii'  tho  St.  Charles,  lead  yon  to  imagine  that  all  the  wealth 
iind  r('sp(.'ctal)ility  in  tho  I'ntvince  reside  here. 

On  the  ])ronienail(j  attached  to  the  castle  stands  tlie  ohelisk  so 
nobly  j)roject.ed  hy  l,onl  Dalhoiisie,  ami  erected  by  subscription  to 
tho  memory  of  Montcalm  and  Wolfe,  tho  rival  (Jencrals  of  \7')^, 
on  the  jdains  of  Abraham.  The  prominent  building's  near  this 
spot  are  the  parlianient-honso,  courtdiousos,  and  Mnirlish  cathedral; 
and  from  tliis  point  the  lower  town  has  a  most  curious  and  uniipie 
app(-'aranco,  wliilc,  on  tlie  opposite  short-,  the  villaue  of  Port  Levi, 
and  tho  several  gontlemen'd  villas,  add  greatly  to  the  beauty  of  tho 
scone. 

Tho  fi^rcatcst  feature  of  interest  to  tho  commercial  mind  is  tlio 
amazinj,'  extent  of  tho  timber  cstal)lis!iments.  Amon.u'st  the  many 
I  visited,  none  of  them  interested  me  so  much  as  Wolfe's  Cove, 
belonging'  to  I'oUok,  (iilmoiu',  tt  (!o.  The  (piantity  of  timber 
afloat  in  tho  booms  and  lying  in  their  shijvbnilding  yards,  aston- 
ished me  not  a  little.  The  i)remises  are  most  extensive,  consisting 
of  workmen's  liouses,  ship  carpenters'  shei'.s,  A:c.  &c.  There  were 
at  the  time  thrco  sjjlendiil  vessels,  of  11 00  tidis  each,  upon  tho 
slips,  nearly  ready  for  launching.  Tiiis  establishment  or  phoil 
was  projected  by  Gilmour  the  (Jrcat,  and  lias  since  been  com- 
pleted and  tho  original  design  followed  up  by  another  of  the  same 
name,  now  residing  amongst  you.  The  concern  is  at  present  con- 
ducted by  two  young  gentlemen  of  the  same  family,  and  seemingly 
of  as  great  commercial  enterprise  as  their  predecessors.  They 
are  most  civil  and  polite  to  strangers,  and  from  them  1  ex])crienccd 
great  hospitality.  There  arc  many  more  extensive  houses  in  tho 
timber  trade,  amongst  which  are  Price  «fc  Co. ;  Pembcrton  i*i:  Bro- 
thers; (Jeorge  B.  Symes;  Atkinson,  I'sborne,  iV-  Co.;  C.  K.  Levey 
A:  Co.;  Wood  iV.  Gray;  Lcmesuricr,  Tilstone,  &  Co.;  Chapman  & 
Co.,  itc.  kc.  Several  of  these  houses  have  their  coves  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  tlic  river,  at  Now  Liverpool,  Ktchcmin,  and  other 
lauding  places ;  and  tlicre  arc  douljtless  many  more  most  respect- 
able liouses  that  during  my  short  stay  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of 
hearing  of.  In  fact  the  timber  trade  is  most  wonderful.  To  givo 
you  an  idea  of  it,  there  were  no  less  than  six  hundred  sail  of  British 
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shipping  (cleared  out  of  (^^ucbor  previous  to  tlic  first  of  Jiiuo  this 
year;  and  the  (luantity  of  tiinljor  afloat  in  tlio  various  ilopots  of  tlio 
morcliants,  scometl  to  mo  to  be  ccjual  to  what  would  load  oven 
double  the  number  of  ships  already  cleared  out. 

Many  of  our  political  friends  at  home  attach  little  value  to  British 
America,  and  affect  to  consider  it  a  burden  on  the  mother  country ; 
but  how  has  the  progress  of  Britain  as  n.  maritime  nation  been 
maintained?  Even  if  these  colonics  are  not  so  profitable  in  a  finan- 
cial point  of  view,  see  what  a  nursery  they  are  for  raising  those 
hardy  seamen  that  have  all  along  maintained,  and  I  hope  ever  will 
maintain  the  superiority  of  (Jroat  Britain  in  tlio  scale  of  nations. 

Passed  the  Plains  of  Abraliam,  where  "NVolfe  fell — a  sterile  waste 
— no  particular  attraction  to  interest — no  monument — and  you  can 
only  trace  on  the  highest  ground  the  ruins  of  the  redoubt  where  it 
is  said  lie  received  tlie  fatal  wound.  The  grounds  are  now  used 
for  reviewing  tlio  troops. 

In  the  morning,  accompanied  by  the  ^Messrs.  CJilmour,  had  a 
delightful  drive  along  the  St.  Lewis  road,  from  which,  at  several 
points,  you  get  occasionally  a  peep  of  tlie  groat  St.  Lawrence. 
Calloi]  at  Spcncerwood,  the  seat  of  Mr.  Atkinson.  A  visit  to  his 
celebrated  mansion  is  an  object  of  no  little  interest  to  tlio  stranger; 
for,  apart  from  the  elegance  of  the  house  and  the  truly  grand  and 
picturesque  situation  of  the  grounds,  this  gentleman  lias,  witli  a 
taste  and  lavislmess  of  expenditure  rarely  to  be  met  with  in 
America,  collected  together  many  valuable  pictures  by  tlie  old 
maste'-s.  Spcncerwood  was  formerly  the  property  of  Mr.  Percival, 
a  brother  of  the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchcciuer,  and  who  held 
to  the  period  of  his  death  the  lucrative  appointment  of  Collector 
of  Customs  at  (Quebec.  After  spending  the  greater  part  of  the  day, 
returned  from  Wolfe's  Cove  by  a  capital  plank-road,  close  to  the 
banks  of  tlio  river.  This  road  continues  a  considerable  way  up  the 
river  beyond  Wolfe's  Cove.  Dined  same  day  with  a  number  of 
gentlemen  who  were  passengers  in  the  Ilibernia,  and  spent  the 
eveiiing  most  agreeably. 

As  I  intend  leaving  in  a  day  or  two,  I  will  not  likely  write  you 
again ;  and,  in  that  case,  any  memoranda  I  may  make  will  pro- 
bably be  reserved  until  we  have  the  pleasure  of  meeting. 

I  am  strongly  advised  not  to  attempt  to  cross  the  Portage  from 
the  Iviver  do  Loup,  but  my  anxiety  is  groat  to  see  tlie  territory  that 
lias  been  so  long  the  bono  of  contention  between  us  and  the  United 
States.  Fearing  no  evil,  I  think  I  will  undertake  it.  Altliough 
it  may  have  secured  for  a  time  a  state  of  tranipiillity  as  regards 
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America,  I  think  tho  giving  in  is  to  bo  regretted.  We  had  better 
stood  a  brush  with  them.  The  Yankees  havo  been  too  far  north 
for  us,  having  managed  to  secure  for  tho  State  of  Maine  tho  traiRc 
on  the  Arostook  river  and  a  great  part  of  tho  Madawaska  territory, 
producing  tlie  finest  timber  that  comes  to  the  St.  John's  market.  I 
have  been  told  that  occasionally  single  trees  havo  been  felled  in 
this  district  that  contained  sixteen  and  seventeen  tons  of  good 
timber;  and  in  fact  on  most  of  the  streams  that  join  the  St.  John 
for  a  distance  of  about  fifty  miles,  and  now  included  in  tho  State  of 
Maine,  the  most  valuable  timber  to  bo  found  in  tho  whole  continent 
is  produced. 

I  shall  now  bid  you  adieu,  and  still  hope  to  bo  homo  by  tho 
time  contemplated,  although,  from  all  I  can  learn,  it  will  bo  pretty 
hard  work. 

Yours,  &c, 
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Having  dcvotod  all  the  time  I  could  .^parc  to  the  inspection  of 
Quebec,  and  the  many  attractions  of  this  second  Gibraltar,  I  crossed 
to  Point  Levi  with  my  friend  !Mr.  Jatfrcy,  who  engaged  a  calecho 
from  mine  host  Frazer,  to  carry  mo  to  the  River  do  Loup,  a  dis- 
tance of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles.  Set  off  about  ten  o'clock. 
The  country  on  leaving  Point  Levi  is  very  bad,  and  a  n^iscrablc 
lot  of  settlers — many  small  towns.  Pass  Beaumont,  twelve  miles — 
St.  Micliael's,  a  tolerable  village,  mostly  inhabited  by  St.  Lawrence 
pilots.  These  pilots  are  rather  of  a  superior  class,  and,  from  the 
dangers  of  the  navigation,  have  often  very  arduous  duties  to  per 
form :  tlicir  avocation  here  is  one  of  great  responsibility,  and  they 
are  subject  to  heavy  penalties  for  any  neglect  or  breach  of  tlie 
regulations :  their  remuneration  is,  however,  proportionably  high — 
as  much  as  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  shillings  per  foot  is  paid  tliem 
for  taking  vessels  up  and  down  the  river.  Pass  the  Telegraphic 
Station  at  St.  Valier's —  F..esperance,  eighteen  miles,  apparently  a 
tolerable  farming  district,  with  comfortable  and  neat  houses — a 
good  many  largo  vessels  on  shore  from  tlic  gale  that  devastated  the 
country  around  (Quebec,  and  as  liigh  up  as  Montreal,  the  Sunday 
before  I  left.  Tlie  damage  done,  not  only  to  the  shipping  in  the 
gulph,  but  the  loss  in  other  respects  is  great,  as  the  unroofed  barns 
and  out-houses  show.  In  one  of  the  small  pai'ishes  on  the  coast 
they  have  suffered  a  loss  by  the  late  gale  of  upwards  of  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  A  capital  iSIacadamised  road  to  St.  Thomas,  six 
miles,  where  I  dined  at  a  poor  inn,  but  afterwards  the  road  is  most 
miserable,  all  the  way  to  River  do  I^oup, — parish  of  St.  Ann's, 
where  there  is  a  largo  and  elegant  building  or  college  on  the  high 
ground,  belonging  to  the  catholic  priests,  where  their  youths  for 
the  ministry  are  educated — pass  St.  Roche,  River  do  O'uelle,  and 
Camourasca.  I  arrived  the  following  day  at  River  do  Loup  only 
about  one  hour  before  the  mail  cart  started  for  the  Portage. 


51 


River  do  T,oup  possesses  a  comfortable  hotel,  lately  erected,  and 
several  boarding-liouses,  wliicli  at  present  are  well  filled  by  families 
principally  from  (Quebec,  and  the  district  of  Upper  Canada,  who 
have  resorted  here  for  sea  bathing.  A  steam-boat  keeps  np  tho 
communication  t\vicc-a-weok  between  this  place  and  Quebec,  and 
there  arc  also  occasionally  steam-boat  excursions  from  that  city  to 
the  Saguenay  river,  on  the  north  bank  of  tlio  St.  Lawrence,  nearly 
opposite  Jliver  do  Loup,  which,  from  all  accounts,  is  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  rivers  in  tliis  country.  While  rarely  wider  than  half  a 
mile,  and  with  mountainous  banks  of  immense  height  on  either  side, 
sometimes  a  thousand  and  twelve  hundred  feet  high,  the  Saguenay 
is  of  extraordinary  depth,  said  to  be  from  four  to  five  hundred  feet. 
It  has  good  harbours  at  Tadousac,  near  its  mouth,  and  at  Ila-lla 
Bay,  at  both  of  which  stations  the  enterprising  house  of  Price  & 
Co.  liave  extensive  saw  mills  for  tho  manufacture  of  deals,  with 
wJiicli  tliey  annually  load  a  great  number  of  vessels.  The  Saguenay 
country  is  at  present  under  lease  from  Government  to  tlie  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company,  who  have  extensive  salmon  fisheries  at  Tadou- 
sac, and  fur -trading  stations  at  Cliicoutimi  and  Lake  St.  John. 
This  latter  place  is  a  lumdred  and  forty  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
tho  river,  and  tho  Chicoutimi  river  falls  into  tlie  Saguenay  about 
midway  between  liakc  St.  John  and  Tadousac.  On  tho  expiry  of 
the  lease  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  which  is  at  hand,  Govern- 
ment propose  laying  out  some  of  tlie  best  land  about  Chicoutimi 
to  townships,  and  we  may  therefore  soon  hear  of  settlements  and 
inhabitants  in  a  country  hitherto  visited  seldom,  and  little  known 
but  to  the  Lidian  hunter. 

Having  taken  a  hurried  dinner,  and  negotiated  for  a  seat  in  tin 
mail  cart,  left  River  do  Loup  at  four  o'clock  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, and  entered  the  dreary  waste,  with  considerable  apprehension, 
after  what  had  been  told  me.  Stopped  only  once  on  the  way,  and 
that  at  a  miserable  hut  about  eighteen  miles  from  River  de  Loup. 
Arrived  at  the  head  of  Temiscouata  Lake  about  three  in  the  morn- 
ing; and  all  tliis  dreadful  journey  of  what  is  computed  thirty-six 
miles  is  performed  with  one  poor  Canadian  horse.  The  fatigue 
and  uneasiness  of  mind  attendant  on  such  a  route  can  scarcely  be 
contemplated,  else  no  man  in  his  senses  would  attempt  it.  The 
first  ten  miles  of  the  Portage  has  sometliing  like  a  made  road,  yet 
the  thickly  wooded  forest  of  trees,  of  great  height  and  impene- 
trable thickness,  gives  to  the  scenery  the  most  gloomy  and  cheer- 
less appearance.  The  tedium  and  monotony  of  the  journey  was 
increased  from  my  having  no  fellovr'-passonger ;  and  the  poor  fellow 
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who  drove  the  hartly  nag  mulin-stoocl  as  little  of  my  Ihiglish  as  1 
did  of  his  French.  Instantly  on  reaching  tlio  boat-house  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  lake,  where  there  was  nothing  to  be  liad  either  to 
eat  or  drink,  I  was  given  over  to  another  half-starved  looking  French 
Canadian  who  had  charge  of  the  mail  bags,  and  wlio  was  to  conduct 
mo  down  the  lake  in  his  small  birch  canoe.  I  got  myself  stowed 
away  in  the  bottom  of  the  fragile  bark,  with  no  other  covering  than 
my  light  boat  cloak,  and  suffered  extreme  cold  and  uneasiness  for 
several  hours,  the  morning  being  chilly,  and  the  surface  of  the  lake 
hardly  visible  from  the  lieavy  fog  or  dew.  Exposed  in  the  canoo 
for  such  a  length  of  time,  after  encountering  the  severe  thumping 
the  previous  night  in  a  vehicle  without  springs,  I  was  so  benumbed 
and  powerless,  that,  in  endeavouring  to  step  ashore  on  arriving  at 
the  bottotn  of  the  lake,  the  canoe  lurched,  my  foot  slipped  off  the 
bank,  and  I  was  unfortunately  soused  into  the  water,  and  recovered 
myself  with  difficulty  by  the  aid  of  the  conductor.  The  greatest 
care  is  necessary  in  travelling  by  these  Indian  canoes,  for  tlio 
slightest  deviation  from  the  equilibrium  or  leaning  to  one  side  is 
sure  to  upset  tliem. 

Got  my  bag  and  baggage  up  into  a  wretched  hovel,  had  myself 
completely  shifted  from  top  to  toe,  bundled  up  the  wet  garments, 
for  there  was  no  fire  to  dry  them,  got  a  little  milk  and  musty 
bread,  and  a  boiled  egg,  and  at  nine  o'clock  commenced  the  land 
journey  towards  the  Little  Falls,  computed  to  be  a  distance  of 
twenty-three  miles,  in  even  a  ruder  made  and  more  uncomfortable 
conveyance  than  the  former  one.  Proceeded  for  several  miles 
through  a  dense  forest  with  scarcely  a  visible  track,  and  afterwards 
close  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Madawaska  river,  on  a  tolerable 
road  all  tlio  way  to  the  Little  Falls,  where  wo  arrived  about  one 
o'clock.  These  falls  should  only  be  denominated  rapids,  there  being 
only  a  few  feet  of  declivity,  and  present  no  particular  object  of 
attraction  to  the  stranger:  at  same  time,  the  scenery  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  IMadawaska  with  the  St.  John,  in  this  neighbourhood  is 
very  pretty  and  picturesque.  Here  there  is  a  strong  block  fort, 
erected  during  the  late  war.  Along  the  Madawaska  river  the  coun- 
try is  principally  settled  by  a  class  of  the  poorest  Irish  squatters  I 
ever  saw :  if  an  aero  or  two  of  potato  ground  is  cleared,  it  is  all 
the  poor  creatures  seem  to  care  for;  and  their  chief  means  of  sub- 
sistence is  derived  from  their  occasional  employment  in  assisting 
tho  lumberers  on  the  river.  If  Lower  Canada  is  bad,  this  part  of 
New  Brunswick  is  comparatively  worse,  both  as  to  the  general 
amelioration  on  the  face  of  the  couutrv,  as  well  as  the  miserable 
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|)opiilatioii.  [''rom  Toniiscouata  fiake  to  Litllo  Falls,  you  scarcely 
sec  a  respectable  Iiabitatiou.  With  the  exception  (A'  two  or  three 
small  farm  houses,  there  are  nothing  but  log  huts  and  miserable 
dwellings. 

Spent  a  few  hours  with  my  friend  Lieutenant  Pipon,  one  of  the 
royal  engineers  employed  on  the  survey  of  the  disputed  territory, 
who  has  command  of  a  detachment  here :  had  my  clotlies  turned 
out  and  dried  in  his  tent,  and  then  proceeded  by  waggon  to  Green 
lliver,  on  the  left  baidc  of  tlio  8t.  John,  about  ten  miles  distant,  on 
the  only  really  fine  road,  I  believe,  in  all  the  rrovince,  whicli  was 
constructed  by  one  M'Lachlan,  when  in  the  employment  of  the 
Government.  A>J?his  country  for  several  miles  lias  now  been  given 
over  by  the  treaty  to  the  Americans ;  and  it  is  a  general  regret 
that  a  district  once  Jjritish,  containing  a  great  proportion  of  tlie 
earliest  settlers,  should  now  be  transferred  to  American  sway.  Had 
our  negotiators  known  the  value  of  this  region  as  a  timber  country, 
they  would  have  thought  twice  before  ceding  it.  In  tlio  interior 
and  on  the  banks  of  the  principal  streams,  the  loftiest  forests  arc 
abandoned  to  the  Americans  entirely,  whereas  the  country  wo 
retain  towards  the  shores  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  is  poor  and  unpro- 
ductive, and  nearly  cleared  of  all  the  valuable  timber.  The  Ameri- 
cans knew  what  they  were  contending  for.  The  timber  being  scarce 
and  little  mineral  property  or  internal  resources  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  it  was  an  object  with  them  to  obtain  for  it  this  portion  of 
territory,  as  thereby  they  would  secure  a  valuable  timber  trade  on 
the  large  tributary  streams  to  the  St.  John,  and  create  wealth  and 
prosperity  to  a  state — ono  of  the  poorest  and  most  unpi'oductivo  in 
the  Union.  The  dissatisfaction  of  those  settlers  who  formerly  were 
vnider  British  protection  is  now  so  manifest,  that  many  of  them 
have,  since  the  treaty,  crossed  over  and  settled  on  the  English  side. 
A  great  advantage  has  nevertheless  been  secured  to  Great  Britain 
by  the  Ashburton  treaty,  for  had  the  Americans  fully  succeeded  in 
their  preposterous  claims,  the  sacriiicc  on  the  part  of  Britain  would 
not  have  been  confined  to  the  loss  of  a  certain  number  of  square 
miles,  or  a  million  or  two  of  acres,  but  the  direct  conmiunication 
by  land  between  Nova  Scotia  and  tlic  Canadas,  would  have  been 
entirely  cut  ofi",  and,  if  so,  those  important  Colonics  in  a  very  short 
period  might  have  passed  entirely  from  British  to  iVmerican  pro- 
tection. 

Lodged  same  night  at  the  pitiful  Canadian  farmer's  v,-]io  brought 
me  to  Green  Biver,  and  who  had  promised  previously  to  leaving 
Little  Falls  to  proceed  immediately  on  arriving  at  his  domicile 
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with  mc  in  his  own  canoe  to  the  dlrand  I'all,'?,  a  distance  of  about 
forty-fivo  miles ;  but  on  arriving  at  his  liabitation  the  canoe  was 
not  in  tho  way,  being  lent  to  a  neighbour  for  a  Sunday's  excursion, 
so  that  I  had  no  alternative  but  to  remain  under  his  roof,  where  I 
spent  a  miserable  night,  from  the  annoyance  of  bugs  and  otiicr 
et  cetera.  I  may  remark  liere  that  altliongli  I  have  repeatedly  felt 
inconvenience  from  cattle  of  tliis  sort,  1  have  never  as  yet  been 
attacked  by  the  blood-sucking  musiiuitoos,  which  so  many  of  our 
modern  tourists  avail  tliemsclves  of  describing  as  one  of  tho  chief 
annoyances  the  stranger  has  to  encounter. 

Started  at  sunrise  on  Monday  the  10th,  and  after  a  pleasant  trip 
arrived  at  the  Grand  Falls  about  twelve  o'(,'lock.  The  canoes 
cannot  come  nearer  the  Falls  tlian  about  a  mile,  and  then  are 
carried  over  a  considerable  isthmus  or  neck  of  land  where  they 
arc  again  put  into  the  river  below  tlic  Falls.  The  scenery  here  is 
most  romantic.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Grand  Falls  are  Sir 
John  (JoldweU's  very  extensive  saw  mills.  Here  I  found  another 
detachment  of  the  surveying  engineers  and  commissioners  bivou- 
acking, one  encampment  consisting  of  Mr.  Leo  and  the  American 
enaiucers;  tho  other  of  Mr.  Featherstonhauuh,  the  British  com- 
missioner;  Captains  Kobinson  and  Broughton,  «fcc.  Tho  latter  two 
gentlemen  having  been  fellow-passengers  with  mc  in  the  Ilibernia, 
by  their  kindness  I  obtained  one  of  the  batteaus  belonging  to  tho 
party,  and  with  two  men,  one  a  blustering  Irishman  who  professed 
great  experience  in  navigating  the  river,  and  the  other  a  stupid 
French  Canadian  wiio  could  speak  but  little  English,  set  off  for 
Woodstock.  Tho  river,  after  leaving  the  Grand  Falls,  runs  for 
several  miles  througli  a  deep  gorge,  contracting  greatly,  with  liigli 
precipitous  rocks  on  each  side,  completely  inaccessible.  The  cur- 
rent is  very  strong,  and  from  being  so  confined,  there  is  an  amazing 
depth  of  water.  "We  had  not  proceeded  far  till  a  tremendous  thun- 
der storm  came  on,  accompanied  witli  such  heavy  and  continued 
rain  that  wo  were  actually  necessitated  to  run  asliore  several  times 
and  bale  the  water  out  of  the  batteau.  The  lightning  was  terrifi- 
cally grand  and  most  vivid,  and  in  darting  up  from  the  horizon  bad 
tho  appearance  of  a  spiral  screw;  in  fact  it  seemed  like  artificial 
fire-works,  and  very  different  from  anything  ever  seen  in  our  coun- 
try. In  about  two  hours  tho  storm  abated,  though  it  still  con- 
tinued to  rain  heavily.  Went  asliore  at  a  small  ])ublic  liouse  about 
ten  miles  down,  and  remained  about  an  liour,  when  the  rain 
appeared  to  take  off,  but  it  was  (^nly  for  a  little;  for  no  sooner  wero 
wc  airain  in  the  batteau  tlian  it  re-commenced  worse  than  ever. 
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Wc  carried  on  tlirouijli  a  succcssidii  of  rapidss  by  ikj  means  very 
pleasant,  and  tlic  nitijlit  being  wet  and  dark,  not  altogether  I'rec  from 
risk.  [  had  intended  to  continue  during  the  night,  expecting  to 
arrive  at  Woodstock,  about  sixty-five  miles  from  the  Grand  I'alls,  in 
time  for  the  coach  that  starts  twice  a-wcok  for  Fredericton,  but  au 
occurrence,  attended  with  no  inconsiderable  danger,  induced  mo  to 
change  my  mind.  The  Irishman,  who  considered  himself  the  com- 
modore, with  all  his  preteudoa  superior  knowledge  and  experi- 
ence iu  navigating  the  river,  run  us  on  the  rocks  about  midnight, 
in  the  middle  of  the  stream,  and  in  one  of  the  great  ;t  and  most 
dangerous  rapids,  a  few  miles  above  River  de  Shutc.  Luckily 
the  boat,  whicli  touched  only  at  the  bow,  immediately  swung  round 
and  got  clear  oft",  but  wo  run  the  greatest  risk  of  being  swamped 
and  carried  down  by  the  current.  Travelling  by  canoe  at  this  sea- 
son is  exceedingly  hazardous,  there  being  far  too  little  water  iu  tho 
river  for  the  safe  navigation  of  the  rapids.  In  the  spring  or  autumn 
months,  liowever,  or  after  a  rainy  season,  the  coming  down  tho 
river  by  canoo  or  battcau  is  not  generally  attended  with  any  un 
pleasant  consequences.  After  this  I  thought  it  imprudent  to  con- 
tinue on  any  account  under  night,  and  resolved  to  bi-ing  up  at  tho 
River  do  Shutc,  which  wo  did  at  a  solitary  and  miserable  public 
house,  where  there  was  little  accommodation  and  poor  faro,  and 
where  I  obtained  with  some  difficulty  a  rizzared  herring  for  supper. 
Sleepless  night,  and  greatly  fatigued. 

Next  morning  by  break  of  day  the  weather  being  fine,  embarked 
again,  and  arrived  at  Woodstock  about  one  o'clock.  Tliink  of  my 
disai»poiutraent,  the  coach  was  off  in  tho  morning,  and  no  other 
conveyance  for  two  days!  After  earnest  inquiry  for  the  means  of 
prosecuting  my  journey,  1  learned  that  the  butclicr  of  the  place 
kept  a  machine  for  his  own  use,  and  on  submitting  to  his  cupidity, 
ho  condescendingly  agreed  to  conduct  mo  to  Frcderictou,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  sixty  miles,  for  which  wc  started  late  in  the  evening. 
The  road  from  Woodstock  is  very  pretty  for  a  considerable  way 
along  the  river.  Iloulton  Fort  and  barracks,  on  the  American 
lines,  is  within  twelve  miles  of  Woodstock.  a^A  vast  number  of  low 
islands  and  dry  gravel  banks — several  good-looking  comfortable 
farm  houses,  and  tlie  land  well  cultivated  and  seemingly  productive. 
Great  quantity  of  timber  lying  on  the  shores,  and  on  tho  shoals  and 
islands  in  the  river,  which,  owing  to  tho  very  low  state  of  the 
water,  cannot  be  launched  into  the  stream.  There  are  a  vast 
uumhor  of  people  engaged  in  the  lumber  trade  in  all  its  various 
departments,  such  as  "  river  draining,"  which  is  running  tho  wood 


1 


H 


Mi 


I 


i! 


50 

out  of  tlic  various  tributaries  into  tlu;  niaui  cliannol — "  rafting," 
or  picking  up — forming  into  rafts,  &c.  &c.  Tlio  smaller  rafts  arc 
floated  down  to  the  Frcncli  village,  thirteen  miles  above  Frederic- 
ton,  and  to  Springliill,  live  miles  lower,  wiiere  they  arc  united 
together  into  largo  ones  of  from  three  to  four  thousand  tons,  on 
which  each  proprietor  erects  liis  own  hut,  and  nnitually  assists  in 
navigating  these  immense  rafts  down  to  Indian  Town,  where 
they  are  broken  up  and  the  timber  run  over  the  I'^alls  to  8t.  John's, 
one  mile  below.  On  the  St.  Lawrence  oven  larger  rafts  are  to  be 
scon  than  on  the  St.  John.  About  thirty  miles  from  Woodstock, 
slept  at  a  poor  inn,  usually  frequented  by  lumberers,  labourers, 
and  such  people  as  are  employed  on  the  river.  Passed  M'liacli- 
lan's  country  residence,  a  very  pretty  place,  about  five  miles  from 
Frcdericton.  Reached  Frodericton  next  day  by  twelve  o'clock. 
Road  for  the  last  twenty  miles  very  romantic  though  rough  and 
hilly,  and  in  several  places  great  difficulty  in  getting  on  from  the 
destruction  of  bridges,  and  deep  ravines  formed  in  many  places  by 
the  deluges  of  the  recent  spring. 

Fredericton,  the  capital  of  the  Province,  is  pleasantly  situated  on 
the  river  St.  John,  and  a  place  of  considerable  trade.  Left  same 
evening,  by  steamer,  at  six  o'clock  for  the  city  of  St.  John's,  where 
I  arrived  early  next  morning.  The  sail  down  the  river,  I  think,  is 
superior,  in  point  of  variety  and  fine  scenery,  even  to  the  far-famed 
Hudson.  The  declining  sun  sinking  below  the  horizon,  and  the 
moon,  at  the  full,  rising  magnificently  in  the  east,  gave  to  the  rich 
and  varied  scene  a  grandeur  really  sublime.  1  remained  upon  deck 
a  great  part  of  the  night,  contemplating  with  pleasurable  emotions 
the  delightful  scenery  generally,  and  the  many  pretty  and  prosperous 
villages  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  as  well  as  the  several  large  and 
fertile  islands  with  which  it  abounds.  Indeed,  although  I  had  been 
inclined  to  go  below,  little  comfort  or  rest  could  be  expected,  as  from 
the  continual  letting  out  and  taking  in  of  passengers  at  the  many 
landing  places,  the  jargon  and  clatter  of  tongues  was  such  that  no 
person  c  luld  possibly  sleep.  About  thirty-five  miles  above  St. 
John's,  at  the  junction  of  the  Grand  Lake  with  the  main  river,  wo 
encountered  a  vast  quantity  of  timber  in  largo  rafts,  coming  from 
the  fine  wood  districts  on  the  borders  of  the  Lake.  In  dark 
nights  great  care  is  necessary  in  navigating  the  steamers  during 
the  timber  season,  as  even  on  the  St.  John  some  small  snags  arc 
occasionally  met  with.  Gage  Town,  a  considerable  place,  nearly 
opposite  to  where  the  Grand  Lake  falls  into  the  St.  John.  Tlio 
distance  from  Frcdericton  to  St.  John's  is  about  eighty -five  miles, 
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and  the  sconory  on  tlio  whole  is  magniticcnt.  liandcd  at  Indian 
Town,  one  mile  above  the  city,  as  the  tide  wonld  not  admit  of  going 
down  tlio  Falls.  Tlie  I'alls  at  St.  John's  area  groat  curiosity;  form- 
ing as  it  were  a  natural  lock  hctwixt  the  uppor  and  lower  navigation. 
This  arises  from  tlie  respective  levels  of  tlie  river  and  the  waters 
of  tlie  Bay  of  Fundy,  Tlie  body  of  the  river  is  about  seven- 
teen feet  above  low  water  mark,  and  the  rise  of  spring  tides  is 
about  thirty  feet.  When  the  tide  lias  Howed  or  ebbed,  to  the  level 
of  the  river,  the  Falls  are  smooth  and  passable  for  a  short  period, 
and  the  navigation  can  be  cftected  either  up  or  down  without 
any  inconvenience ;  but  the  steamers  and  other  craft  which  ascend 
or  descend  oven  wlum  the  tide  so  suits,  require  to  be  conducted 
by  experienced  pilots.  Scarcely  landed  when  I  learned  that  the 
steamer  which  was  to  cross  the  liay  of  Fundy  for  Nova  Scotia 
was  to  leave  at  ten  o'clock,  therefore,  to  my  great  regret,  had  no 
opportunity  of  visiting  the  many  friends  wlio  expected  me.  St. 
John's  is  a  handsome  town,  containing  about  thirty  thousand  of  a 
bu.sy  and  active  population. 

The  day  was  splendid,  and  the  sail  from  St.  John's  across  the  IJay 
of  Fundy  and  through  the  Gut  into  Digby  Basin  most  interesting, 
and  from  thence  to  Annapolis,  the  scenery  cannot  be  surpassed  in 
any  district  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  land  .seems  well  cultivated,  and 
the  farm  steadings  comfortable  and  in  capital  order.  The  earliest 
emigrants  all  settled  hero.  Arrived  at  Annapolis  in  the  afternoon — 
beautiful  scenery  around — handsome  houses  and  villas  in  the  town — 
English  appearance — hawthorn  hedges — I  am  told  these  are  rarely 
to  be  mot  with  in  Nova  Scotia.  As  there  are  no  public  conveyances 
but  twice  a-week  to  Windsor,  left  same  evening  in  a  waggon,  and 
slept  at  a  very  nice  clean  hotel  in  the  pretty  town  of  Bridgeton, 
Kfteen  miles  off.  Started  at  six  o'clock,  breakfasted  at  Wilmot,  at 
one  Gibbon's,  a  prosperous  and  canny  Aberdoniaii,  from  whom  1 
procured  a  very  fine  black  bear  cub,  which  I  intend  taking  homo 
with  me.  As  I  had  little  time  to  spare,  pu.slied  on  same  night  to 
Windsor,  passing  Kentville,  Cornwallis,  llorton,  &c.  ttc. 

Windsor  is  a  pretty  town — long  wooden  bridge  across  the  Avon 
— tide  rises  a  great  height  at  the  harbour,  say  from  fifty  to  sixty 
feet,  and  at  several  places  on  the  shores  of  tiic  Basin  of  Minas, 
and  the  upper  end  of  the  Bay  of  i*'undy,  even  to  a  greater  height. 
I'rincipal  trade  siiipping  of  gypsum  from  the  <[uarries  of  Judge 
Ihdiburton  (Sam  Slick),  which  is  brought  to  the  .sliore  by  a  short 
railroad,  the  only  one,  I  believe,  either  in  Nova  Scotia  or  New 
Brunswick. 
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liCft  VViiulsoi'  at  eight  in  tlio  inoniiiig  by  coach — conductod  in 
good  style — capital  cattle — haiidsonio  harncs.s— ami  little  inferior 
to  an  English  turn-out.  The  roads  are  excellent  from  Windsor  to 
Halifax,  the  wliole  line  of  country  seems  fertile  and  pretty  well 
cultivated,  and  that  part  of  the  road  along  the  basin  is  particularly 
pictures(pio.  Passed  the  Duke  of  Kent's  villa  in  ruins.  This 
house  was  erected  by  him  whilst  Governor  of  the  Province. 

My  time  in  Halifax  was  so  limited  that  I  had  not  au  opportunity 
of  seeing  much  either  of  tho  city  or  of  the  country  around.  I 
feel  sadly  annoyed  at  having  ma-(o  up  my  mind  to  leave  by  tlie 
nibernia;  for,  had  I  allowed  rayse'f  a  fortnight  more,  1  might  have 
not  only  seen  Pictou,  Miramichi,  and  the  whole  of  Nova  Scotia, 
but  also  Cape  Breton,  I'rince  Edward's  Island,  and  the  lower  and 
southern  parts  of  New  Brunswick,  having  had  a  kind  invitation  to 
visit  Mr.  Wilson  at  St.  Andrews,  a  gentleman  deeply  engaged  in 
tiio  timber  trade,  and  proprietor  of  large  saw  mills,  An:.,  and  wlio 
was  a  passenger  out  in  tho  Ilibernia. 

Halifax  is  an  important  town,  lying  on  the  western  side  of  a  fine 
harbour,  three  or  four  miles  from  the  sea.  The  streets  are  regular 
and  well  paved,  and  the  public  buildings  produce  a  pleasant  archi- 
tectural effect.  The  commerce  of  tlie  place  consists  chiefly  in  tlic 
export  of  timber  and  provisions,  and  the  import  of  manufactured 
goods,  principally  from  England.  It  has  also  a  great  fisliing  trado 
and  considerable  intercourse  with  tho  West  Indies.  The  article  of 
Ice,  which  is  a  commodity  of  great  export  at  Boston,  freighting 
annually  a  number  of  vessels  from  that  port,  is  also  shipped  from 
Halifax  to  the  West  Indies,  <kc.,  and  occasionally,  in  mild  winters, 
even  to  several  of  the  southern  states  of  the  Union.  I  havo  an 
idea,  from  what  I  learned  of  the  profits  attendant  on  this  trafHc, 
that  a  cargo  or  two  annually  to  tho  Clyde  might  pay,  as  our  citi- 
zens, as  well  as  those  of  Modern  Athens,  would,  if  they  knew  tlio 
luxury  of  sherry  cobblers  and  mint  juleps,  give  encouragement  to 
the  introduction  of  such  an  article  of  luxury,  and  that  so  vastly 
superior  in  quality  to  any  thing  we  can  obtain  at  home. 

On  approaching  Halifax  harbour  on  tho  outward  voyage,  the 
weather  was  liazy,  and  I  had  not  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  scen- 
ery adjoining  the  town,  or  of  getting  a  proper  view  of  tlic  spacious 
roadstead,  where  a  thousand  vessels  may  ride  in  perfect  safety,  but 
on  leaving,  the  day  was  fine,  and  tho  basin,  which  extends  for 
about  sixteen  miles  from  uortli  to  south,  had  a  beautiful  appear- 
ance. Dartmouth,  on  the  opposite  sliore — Woodside,  the  conspicu 
ous  mansion  of  our  friend  Fairbanks,  with  many  liandsome  villas -- 
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(it'orgo'H  Island,  a  fortitication  wliich  protoctH  tlin  liarboiu" — 
M'Nab's  Island — Macnaniara's  Island,  A<" — woU  woudod  and  pic- 
turesque scenery — all  contribute  to  the  amenity  uf  the  district. 

The  climate  of  Nova  .Scotia,  though  extremely  hot  in  summer 
and  cold  in  winter,  is  highly  salubrious  ;  the  winter  is  not  so  severe, 
liowt'ver,  as  citlier  New  Hrunswick  or  Lower  Canada,  its  ailvantages 
of  climate  over  these  countries  are  considered  in  point  of  time  to 
bo  a  fortnight  earlier  in  spring,  and  a  fortnight  later  in  closing  up 
in  winter. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  remarks  on  this  country  without  noticing 
tlie  friendly,  and  hospitable  disposition  of  the  people,  in  every  rank 
of  lifo;  and  to  the  many  kind  friends  who  showed  me  attention 
during  my  short  stay,  and  who,  I  feel  conlident,  would  have  been 
still  eager  to  do  more  had  my  time  been  prolonged,  1  must  beg 
them  all  and  sundry  to  accept  my  best  thanks,  and  I  hope  I  may 
have  it  in  my  power  to  reciprocate  tlieir  civilities  when  they  find  il 
convenient  to  visit  ancient  Caledonia. 


Ox  Board  the  IIinERXiA,  off  LiVEnrooi-, 
i3  r.  M.,  27 til  Jail/,  1843. 

This  noble  steamer  started  from  Boston  on  Sunday  IGth  current, 
and  reached  Halifax  before  break  of  day  on  Tuesday,  having  run 
the  distance  uf  about  four  hundred  miles  in  thirty-seven  hours  and 
a  half.  We  were  all  waiting  anxiously  for  her  arrival,  and  my  old 
chum  and  fellow-traveller,  the  Councillor,  was  on  board — happy  to 
meet  him — as  well  as  several  other  friends.  Started  with  fine  clcai' 
weather  and  southerly  wind,  and  with  high  expectations  of  making 
a  quick  passage,  which  so  far  has  been  realized,  for  whilst  1  am 
now  writing,  the  SkoUing  Rock  is  seen,  having  now  been  only  one 
hundred  and  eighty-three  hours  from  Halifax. 

Wo  have  sixty-five  passengers  in  all,  nineteen  of  whom  joined 
the  vessel  at  Halifax,  who  were  from  the  wreck  of  the  Columbia,  and 
who  preferred  remaining  for  our  steamer  rather  than  go  with  the 
Margaret  which  carried  the  greatest  number  of  them  home  on  the 
Sunday  after  the  shipwreck.  The  passage  upon  the  whole  has  been 
pleasant,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  and  continued  fogs  and  rainy 
weather — only  one  obscr\'ation  during  tlie  whole  run.  Wo  have 
very  pleasant  fellows  from  every  clime  and  country.  The  Ameri 
cans  preponderate — next,  our  own  countrymen,  including  a  hprink 
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liiij?  of  Scotch  and   Iri.**!!,  and  a  fair  proportion  from  tlio  Canadas, 
Nova  Scotia,  ami  Now  Hrunswiik — then  comes  I'rcnchmcn,  Span 
VdwU,  Danes,  i\h  \icans,  \c.     Tho  hi^t  fcchii',-  Ut\>  cxistcil  anionjj;.st 
th(!  passcni,'crs,  and  the  same  nnitorm  attention  exjwrienced  in  tho 
outward  passage  has  been  .sliown  by  .ludkins  and  all  hifi  ofKcers. 
Tlu)  table,  nnder  the  mana^^ement  of  Mr.    Kmans,  is  amply  fur 
ni>hed,  and  the  stewards  and  assistants  all  civil  and  oldiiiiiiLt  in  per 
fornun^'  their  varied  and  onerous  duties.     Tlie  character  of  the 
vessel  in  every  j)articular  lias  been  maintained,  and  the  result  of 
the  voyage  eomi)lotely  confirms  the  remarks  which  were  made  in 
tho  provincial  i)aper.s  at  homo  and  in  America  on  her  Hrst  trip. 
"  That  the  lliberiiia  would  turn  out  a  cli|>per  in  steam." 

l-'ivc  oVlock,  p.  .M.,  reached  the  Hell  Ihioy,  considered  tiio  tcr 
mination  of  the  voyage,  wliicli  lias  been  the  «[uickest  over  performed 
from  Halifax  to  iiiverpool,  either  by  steam  or  sailing  vessel;  and 
I  think  it  must  now  be  fairly  admitted  that  she  is  tho  fastest  .steam 
craft  that  ever  crossed  the  Atlantic;  and  as  this  cntei'prising  com 
pauy  will  recpiire  a  new  vessel  to  rephue  llie  (.'olumbia,  1  would 
advise  tliem  to  deviate  as  little  as  pos.-ilde  in  her  construction  fi'om 
the  Hiberuia;  for  though  tho  science  and  inventive  jjowcr  of  our 
friend  Napier  are  as  fresh  an<l  vigorous  as  ever,  yet  that  vessel 
having  proved  .such  a  masteri)ieco  of  architectural  and  engineering 
;>kill,  it  may  bo  prudent  to  remember  tho  adage,  "  ir/nH  irdl  keep 
well."  Tho  log  amiexed  will  give  an  idea  of  the  average  sj)eed  of 
the  vessel  sirco  we  left  Halifax: — 

At  noon  on  Wednesday,  tho  day  after  we  sailed,  had  run  two 
hundred  and  thirty-four  miles — Thursday,  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
live —  Friday,  tuo  hundred  anil  seventy-six — Saturday,  two  hundred 
and  seventy-seven — Sunday,  two  hundred  and  seventy-one — Mon- 
day, two  hundred  and  eighty-three — Tuesday,  two  hundred  and 
ninety — Wednesday,  two  hundred  and  ninety — and  up  to  Friday  at 
five  I'.  M.,  three  hundred  and  fifty  miles — entire  distance  computed 
at  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  six  miles,  in  nine  days 
and  three  hours. 

N.  B. — The  weather  was  so  thick  and  foggy  in  coming  uj)  channel, 
that,  as  no  observation  could  be  made,  wo  went  considerably  out  of 
our  course,  which  lost  several  hours.  Had  this  not  occurred,  F 
l»elieve  the  actual  distance  could  have  been  done  in  eight  days  and 
ten  hours. 
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